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'T WAS SNOWING. I could hardly believe 
it, but there it excited 
voice of the woman callmg in to the 
Gainesville radia station (“I used to work 

In Ohio, dnd I know « snowfluke when | see 
one!"), onl then the thine itself, a dazzling 
snark of cole aerift 
arainst the dork pimes. 
| was driving a back 
road in the Florida country- 
site, past moss-shaded ham 
lets df weathered! houses with tin 
roots sloping geninst the chill rain. Fort 
Miclloy, Citra, land Grove, Evinston 
Evinston? The highway marker hod 
clearly designated the place as Evanston, vet 
before me stood an ancient post office and ven- 
eral store, its pinewodd uged the color. of ma- 
hogany, ils sion proclaiming “Evinston P.O.” 
In the pleasant-smelling gloom inside, Mr 
Fred Wood was slancling by un inon stove, 
wirming his hands, He tilted back the vieor 
of his leather cap and addressed himself 
carclully to the question. 
“There were two brothers,” he said, “who 


woae—first, the 






came out from England. My forebears. Their 
nome was Evans, with an ‘a.’ During the war 
they took opposite sles.” 

“The Civi] War?” [ assumed out loud 

“Lord, no, man, the Revolution. The colo- 
nist got so mad at the lovalist that he changed 
his name to Evins, with an ‘L’ No 
hizhway department knows much 

about history, er cares.” 

A heavy rain began pounding 
on the roof a2 4 young Woman 
with a small girl cume in 

“Tart this awful, Mr. Fries? 
Tied vou hear about the 
snowlhakes?” 
“T believe [ sawit sleet 
once,” sail Mr. Fred. He 
examined three red sumac 
leaves lying on the counter: 
“Our autuon,” he sac 
“You draw a line across the center of this 
tate, from New Smyrna to Homosassa, and 
evervthing north of it is southern, and every- 
thing south of at is northern. The last of what's 
(Continued on page 5¢2]) 





CAUZE OF FOG, gilded by early sun, 


siithes lekes and orange groves between 
downtown Orlando and Kissimmee. 
Such pastoral settings fast disappear as 
a relentless tide of men and money 
surges through central Florida. 
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ready Florida wonght bere in the middle,and kingdom, wonders rewarded those with the 


we lose a little bit more of it every dav. You nitience to wall dander a hot sun 

po down to Orlondo and look around, and see We descended in o submarine loo world of 

if vou don't come ronnme back here.” Shimmering mermaids and drowned ivi 
lizations: rode with Feter Pan hich ower 


In Search of the Real Florida 


London's twinkling lithts; cruised a jungle 

Ldid co down to (rlando’s eoreacding neon- river pact frowning natives an thing @le- 
unti-plustic landscape, and over to “the phonts. We hummel along with the Micke 
Cupe.” and into the embattled Big Scrub, and Minuse Revue, laurhed ot the soulful bear 
up the primey St lohns, and down wite the having « jamboree, and listened to the ma 
St (loud cowbow country, Mir. Fred was tion's Presidents os they westured and chatt 
proved a prophet. Aly search ekirted liut Lhd my chiidren know how little was real? 
Woided the two urban colossuses of the coasts Phat the orew was inside a building, and 
Tampa and Daytona Beach, that holed central] that the bears and Presidents were computer 
Florida bke hue parentheses Between them controlled rolrois? Alvson gave the answer 
[ found both “what's really Flonda”™ and the 
most explosive growth in the United States, a 
tide of development that is (choose a vert 
improving, desnoline) Central Florida." 

1. planner in Orlando told me: “We art 
much better of than we were a vear apo. We 
are ectling « handle on this—the trafic, the 
refuse, and the rest of i 

The next day dan ecologsst said: The popri- 
lation. pressures are 20 great, and the Florida 
envirnnment i <o (fr malic there is not one of 
us familiar with the facts who ic conhderil 
that it can be saved 

At the eve of the hurmcane stands the least 
probable of all symbols, the serene (rnclet 
ella Costl that towers over 43-squnre-milé 
Walt Disney World Pages SRRGT | Last voedr 
it beckoned more than |2 million people to a 
real Somewhere Fise, far irom the hassle of 
moter ibe, al an iverave daily cost of SSS 
for 4 family af four 

| staved with my own family at the lovels 
Polynesian Village hotel, on a man-made 
lageon circled Wy the zooming monornil and 
crossed by steamboats ferrying the crowes to 


the Miaagic KRinecdom. [nside the wates of that 


Ser “Chote: U.S.A Plonda, Puerto Rice, 
ad the U.S. Virgin islands, distributed as a suppl 
rT it weer yi Tae Lil 


Hush hour over. traffic eblew on the twin 
nibben= of Interstate 4+ as taalight custs-Or- 
lane. (Jnce a sleepe crossroads, the ct 
Ceemirmieth cluarigige the Hire actively cf the 


60s. centered at neathy Cape Canaveral 


Sow Tt traves the construction winriwined 


oun bw Thsney Verte lo buy the lane te 
bald the motels, restiourant& and servicé 
facthities for the Magic Rinedom'semplovecs 
and) guests, compantes poy up to S00 tomes 


the peal-estate onces of op decade ago 
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them. But never, in Florida's long history of 
boom anck bust, had dreams of profit been 
more aroused than when Mr, Disney's certi- 
flably magic mouse appeared with a... 

Boom! Tt was 110 acres a few miles from 
Orlando, for sale pt 24.500 an acre. A buyer 
put down a 325,000 deposit:and tried to en- 
list others in the venture. Thev laughed. The 
discouraged speculator forfeited the deposit. 
Three years later the owner sold 34 acres al 
610,000 an acre: Boom! Then five acres for 
S00,000. Boom! Another four for =400,000. 
Boom! Now he had 21,365,000 in the bank, 
with 47 ucres to wo! 


The Mouse Gets the Blame 


[In October 1971 the Orlande aurea had 
5,854 hotel and motel rooms Less thon 4 vear 
later at had added 6,000 rooms, Today it has 
25,000, with 7,000 more onder construction. 
Renlestate transactions doubled|—boom!— 
i Disney World opened its gates 

Oriando's-Sun First National Bank handles 
the two and a half tons (boom!) of money 
trucked in cach day from Disney World. 

That vast, ingenious amusement park has 
elicited widespread praise. “How,” one te- 
porter wrote, “can evnicikem and despair con- 
tine to clutch the minds of men ond women 
whe have experienced for even a few davs the 
irecdom of spirit that retens bere?” 

Well, one man more or less clutched is Mr 
Poul Pickett, chairman of the Board of Com- 
missioners of surrounding Orange County. 

“Unless fe is o land speculator, owns 
bank, or sells insurance,” he told me, “the 
average taxpayer around here has not only 
had zero profit from this tremendows growth 
—he is payne for i. And Ddon’t mean in our 
new bumper-to-bumper stvle of driving, in- 
‘Crease in crime, and all that. | mean in cash, 
for new roads; additional law enforcement, 
welfare, and the rest. No hard feelings, but | 
wish the mouse had stayed in California.” 

All roads in central Florida lead to Orlan- 
deo, and the older roadsides, bearing the burns 
ot the boom, can only be described as enid-to- 
end junk heaps, with sprawling shopping 
centers and lilinding blizzards of ugly signs. 

| weked conservationist David Anthony 
what the consequences of allot this might be, 
and he startled me with his reply: “The prob- 
able death, by thirst,.of southern Flonda. De 
you know what o polishing por! tr” 

I acmnitted T cid not. 

“Tt is a pom connected to a sewage pliant 


Soo 


by a pipe Tt & a hiceous green, choked with 
aleac. The bottom its organic mud because 
the algae grow, die, and settle, carrving 
nutrients from the <ewage flow. The pone is 
a nutrient trap.” He drew ao circle and tapped 
it with the pencil: “Lake Okeechobee, upon 
which southeast Florida ultimately depends 
for its clrinking water.” 

He drew parallel lines into the top of the 
circle “What used to be the Kissimmee River, 
now Canal $& It used to meander through a 
wild marshland that sonked up and took out 
dangerous nutrients. Unfortunately, the aren 
was subject to heavy flooding, so the engi- 
neers made a pipe out of the river, reducing 
the marshland from 45,000 gcres to. 8,000, 

“AL present 53 sewage plants around Or- 
lunde discharee 27 million gallons wa dav into 
the system. ‘The engineers have built a sheort- 
cut from the bathrooms and streets of central! 
Florida to the major drinking-water reservoir 
of south Florida. Lake Okeechobee is becom- 
ing the polishing pond for central Flonda” 

The UL Army Corps of Engineers reacts 
sharply to such charges, calling them “unduly 
alarming, pessimistic, and distorted.” A 
spokesman for the corps pointed out that 
wuth Florida relies directly upon Okeecho- 
bee water only in periods of prolonged crought. 
While conceding that the water quality of the 
Kissimmee has suffered) a decline, the corps 
heliewes it is due to an increase in cattle in 
the lower basin more than an increase in 
people near Orlando. Like others in this con- 
troversy, the point is disputed.* Both the corps 
and its opponents are assembling more data 


Tornady Strikes Like a Cobra 


The corps also insists that a food Inss of 
many millions of dollars has been prevented 
by the channelization of the Kissinimer, 
which used to trun will, causing destruction 
Not only has-ne one vet proved that channeli- 
tition has caust! a loss in water quality, it 
concludes, but “such views are subject to con- 
siderable doubt by experts in the field.” 

“We are between a rock and a hard place 
in Florida,” conservationist Anthatry insists. 
“Mother nature is demanding payments of 
past dues, and payment in advance for fu- 
ture vrowth.” 

! was there when mother nature showed 
some Of her stuff. l was driving in a heavy 
rain near small place on the road known as 


"Fred Ward reported on south Florida's ecobogteul 
cts in the January 17? GiodMArHit 


National Geographic, Novembre 1972 


Lnitercession City, when @& clark cloud mas sane sage. “Th heard this crackhin’ and -skreek- 
sted into a funnel shape, whirled into view mn’. T sabe, ‘What's that skreekin’?’ And "bout 
directly before me. [is movement reminded the time | asker! that. it hit the 


' . r = { Tr 1 Sn | r | cnn 
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chur and elderty 
The sky turned a brilliant white throug! man, bad been inside, and he kent talking 


creeks a ab utvapist it 

In ai few moments | came woon the tracks “T was scared tu death.” he suid. “ft was « 
Ol the tornido—power lines down, a hug Hanged! nervous, bov, [Tl tell wou, sheaat, | 
live oak cracked in half and thrown across didn’t know which way to eo. I tried te cles 
the ronud, a gas station with the roof exoledec the front door and the dune: front donor met 
On and three men struggling to get free of the me, li l had got out, 'd a been kilt 
debris and wellinye gasoline I followed the track of destniction to Or 


[caae (Chapman und Theodore | oper had! lance, where the twister hacl touched dawn 


beh Sitting in a car wong (or ome it the Washineton Shores hoysing project 
‘Tt came wp trom bebin’ the buildin’ luring a block of apartments lito instant 
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Smiling, serving, caring, Dr 
GCenrge Aeneler attended the 
people of Paintkn for 45 wen 
Sewer Willing to Luft away i 
patient, he often worked uw bi 
hour dav. Photegragher Jona 
than Blair saw in him the figure 
of a way of life he heed Ena ie 
o child growing op in Florida 

‘A glation waton bil re 
nLacecd the hoarse he usec to riche, 
act the ole cict roads hac been 
peel Hed thd generation cl 
potent: hod grown up Hut 
chanwe dida’t bother him a 
How him down. With more en- 
thusimsm than men half his ave, 
he hurried from one room of his 
thre in ondiher, from nrh 
Th Ta KAT 

“CHten he would miroduce 
ne. “Bessie, thet is ri Bhai, ti 

| 


weotlel ead) out “He's our jolie 


Lograiie aie hae eh | he's Tone 





to take wour ptitiure Now lets 
ten to vour ticket 

*Chace. he teok my own blood 
pressure: “It's all right, young 
tran, he saul *] jost want tose 
bow vou feel when you Take all 
thiese ght ures 

List Janitor. al 74, Le. Acne 
er died. He had just retumed 


. : Tram Visiting & petit ba on 
VISITING = ede mickile of the night A-spray on 
‘HOURS 7 © the door of the hospital man- 
cae Neva | = TTL. wed be him afi) & colleague 


angke the Camiwntys erie 
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rubhile—with, miraculowsly, mo fatalities. 

As ] watched linemen carefully removing 
langled wires from broken poles, a0 group of 
young black men standing nearby took the 
disaster lichtly. 

“i somebidy's tettin’ picked out to get hit, 
man, who vou think it's gonna be?" one said 
to me. “0's, that’s who” 

They spoke out of « tradition of the pol- 
itics that long governed the Old South, and 
out of parental memories that still recall 
a prison farm where 22 black convicts were 
jammed in a 7-by-7-foot box for ten hours— 
one died—and the notorious Jacksonville 
Blue Jay, another prison farm, where Negro 
women were once harnessed to plows. The 
forlorn chants of the chain gangs of the 1940's 
still linger in the piney woods 


Great org bars, 
Cast tran locks; 
ff I tries to leave, 
PU get the fox. 


The central Florida explosion has brought 
with it for the first time in history the election 
Of a black man to the council that governs 
Crlando: Acthur (Poppy) Kennedy. 

I was discussing central Florida politics 
with a friend during lunch at the Beef & 
Bottle, 4 steak house th Winter Park, Or- 
lando’s small, cushy, colleve-town neighbor. 

“Vou should talk to Pappy Kennedy,” he 
sail “As a matter of fact. he should be in 
here before too long.” 

“Is he a regular customer?” 

“No, he's worked here for twenty vears.” 


Voting Mochines: Let Poppy Down 


Later I did talk to Pappy, assistant man- 
ager of the restaurant. He was. gray-haired, 
soft-spoken, and politically ring wise. 

“Yes,” he said in response to my question. 
“T would sav that the day of the old court- 
house gang in central Florida is about over. 
I've enjoyed a great deal of white support. 
Our problem, as [ see it, is an economic one. 
The boom seems to be for white people But 
weve gol to keep after the economic oppor- 
tunity that’s available bere. When vou get in 
behind a rabbit, vou'd better stay on it-or 
you've lost yourself a rabbit” 

Mr. Kennedy had run before, im 1967. At 
first-it seemed that he had won by 3,000 votes, 
but a Jater call come with apologies—there 
had been a malfunction of voting machines. 

“My wife had started to dress to go down to 


Florida's Booming, Beleaguered Heartland 


the victory party,” explained Puppy Kennedy 
“So I told her, ‘Honey, take your hat off.” 

In 1972 the machines were all in working 
order, attended by poll-watchers. 

Do the vounger, -activist blacks think of 
him as an Uncle Tom? 

He laughed al the question 

“T tell them all the same thiny. [ ask them: 
Deo vou hawe a job? Do you want to work? 
If vou do; FU find vou a job, but you better 
have the skill and talent and education to 
take tt That's the only wavy vou're- going 
to make it in this world.” 

It was time for me to go. A number of 
Winter Parkers-were coming in for lunch. 


Like a Big Touch of Texus 


lalwavs felt a certain sense of relief leaving 
Orlando, but I never got used to finding my- 
self suddenly in Utah, or Wyoming, or Texas. 
For that wide-open spaice to the south called 
the Kussinmumer Prairie (sorry, itt pronounced 
ha-SIM-ce) is old-time, sure-enough cowboy 
country. There the land spreads: to the bori- 
zon, a8 flat as an immense lagoon, upon 
which thousands of cattle float along, tended 
by ranch honds who can throw ao lariat or 
wrestle a dogie with the best of the West, 

| was more than surprised to find on Or- 
lando's doorstep a cattle spread as big and 
beautiful as almost anything in Texas. It is 
knoawn locally as the “Mormon ranch,” since 
it belongs to the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints (pages 594-5), When TL asked 
for directions, a fellow said, “Well, vou start 
pickin’ it up anywhere along here now, and 
then vou keep on pickin’ it up.” 

I did, indeed. I drove for more than two 
hours along its property lines: When I finally 
arrived af the office, ranch manager Harvey 
Dahl pushed back his broadbrimmed hat and 
said, “Well, the ranch is roughly 40 miles 
deep and covers about 300,000 acres.” 

“How many cattle are on it?” 1 asked. 

“You can't hardly get o cattleman to tell 
vou how many cows he's got. That's the same 
as askin’ how much money he has in the bank, 
Just say we started countin' ‘em last Novem- 
ber, and we hope to get finisher!” 

We went out to Watch a crew cutting out 
cows with calves. The pastures looked rich. 

“It took 14 years to get them that way,” 
Mir. Dahl sad. “The ranch brought in 42 
tractors, with big forks to lift out the 
palmetto. Then the land was fertilized ond 
put to soo grass. Before, it took 30 acres 


G0] 





The ditch to nowhere: Sunset 
etches the Cross-Florida Haurce 
Canal west of the St. Johns River 
For nearly 40 years the an-again 
on-acnn project prerecenel throiwh 
ceniral Florida until it collideel 
with conservationists determine! 
io save 45-mile stretch of (ikl 
Wolhh River floodplain from in 
indation They went bo court, 
and a Presidential order sieved 


Cnn construction in is? | 


Hale but hungry, three south- 
em bald eaglets (right) awail 
rélurn to @ slash pine 
Lhtale Notional Fore 
Seveiral venrs will pass before 
the Heglings acquire the white 
heeds and tails of artalt plurnee 
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fo support one cow. Now three ucres’|| clo it. 

Among the men of that country, Henry 
Partin i admired for being one of the firet to 
Introduce the Brahman from [ncdia—a strain 
lar more heat- and drought-resistant than the 
cracker stock descended from Ponce de 
sx cows and a bull. There is now a bit of 
Brahman in most Florida cattle; and the state 
i our eleventh 
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argest beef producer 
tnd old Lawrence Silas is acimired for his 
crisp eMart Of the lawless clin, fet on apr 
A leather-touch, husky-voiced old cowhanel 
Sias is the son of a slave who cume down to 
Florida from Georgia after the Cir) War 
We met in his comfortable home im Kis- 
ammec: I asked bir how he like! town life 
“lL been out there,” he said, “and I want to 
she what it's ike in town ‘fore |] gn. vou know, 
When [ wus young, there was tio town. The 
was wide open and wrass growed 
evCcrvyy here, ancl cattle was thrown fron 
here right back on to Okeechobee 





Count 


Every 
where you looked, you saw a cow, ves sir 

"We hod some tough, hard cowboys in 
thase days. Tough men, like Car! Barber. We 
Was oul one evening and my son sad to me; 
‘How come | don’t hear no birds singin’ and 
no dogs barkin'?’ I said to him, ‘Son, Carl 
Harber around here, ane 
wouldnt dare do it.’ 

The tow-lying praurie land, thick with 
palmetto and interlaced with marsh ane 
Cypress trees, spreads away castward until 


lives thes ast 





Atlantic surf of the “missile 
[ arrived at the John F. Renney 
(enter in time to wittress the last 
Apollo blast-off to. the moon." 

| could mat 


it reaches the 


Ons) 


Shc e 


escape the impression of a 
filed glory along Cocoa Benach—the-kind af 
empty atmosphere thal lingers over a sta- 
chum alter o bie game. The draw-tlown in the 
moan program launched a shower of pink 
slips at the cape Employment dropped from 
P6500 to 14,000, leaving hehind « number of 
Stunned Ccommunities- 

Merritt Island. Houses 
balance of the FHA loan. 


Locoa Cocoa Beach, 

Were cei for the 
Moon Men Make Way for Skvlab 

— 





it cape Was strangely quict during the 
long, hot day preceding the Apollo 17 launch 
The SChentisis worked in isalation beestel the 
buntidings of the Kennedy Space Center; peli- 
is paraded atross the afternoon ey, ie 
they have almost forever 

some of the people of the cape would con 
tinue on the Skylab program. But for many, 
Apollo Lr Wee the end 

What use can they make of ye? Our spe 
claliv in life is building machines to land men 
on the moon,” said Charles Bartola: We set 
ied cown in the control room as LM-}. Wibs 
being readied for Apollo 17. Charlie: a small, 
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pimivhle man. is one of honcdrecdkk of Grom 
man Aerospace Corporation specialists who 
bolt the lunar module, known te millions 
now a the LAl—a littl bue of a thing, with 
rangly lees fod a fragile body that looked as 
though tt would blow mwav in a hich earth 
wind. Little wonder the first of the manned 
LM’: was called Spider 

“Ll suppose we remember the ‘Lifebout’ the 
best,” Charlie -<aick “That was on Apollo 4 
You remember an oeen tank blew out in 
the service module, the moon landing wae 
aborted, ond these three guys were hune out 
there. They all crawled into the LM for the 
return voyage and mace it home safely, We're 
nroud af that.” 

There was a special note on the Apollo 17 
No matter where you go or what 
vou ce in wour later life. vou can be prouel df 
having been a part of man’s greatest adven- 
ture. GOOD LUCK AND GOD BLESS, 

Local techniciate tence 


curvine rows of console: pine television 


sc hierliple 


Caenty three 


FRK-304 


monitors showed men working high atop the 
Arolha 1% 

“Orumman Acrospace Lorporalion.” re- 
marked « tall man w 


enn 





1 came inte the toom, 
reading the back of a technician's jacket 
‘Cte A —Gone After Christmas.’ 

“Christmas.” another reioined. “Don't 
look for me Thorsen.” 

CLhurke would be moving to New Vork. A 
cTvOgenics engineer was staying in Cocoa to 
open a gun shop The ¢reatest arlventure was 
alimest over 

In the afternoon, on schedule to the second, 
Charlie remarked thint 
and [ll be moseving: on.” 

“You feel Tike 


“tae Hathorm on, 
Kicker 
an engineer askeil 

"Well, at a imatter of fact, ves," Charlie 
Hurtola sai 

All evening an envious mother nature had 
heer Irving to compete with man, parking a 
huge thunderstorm just off the cape,-civing 
three houre, <he even 
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Incoming waves play tag with motorists cruis- 
ede al Davions Beach, Flepelo 
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dropped ma talling star or two to show what 
she could da. But when man's turn come, he 
Clearly outshone the competition: an artificial 
sunrise, O& mMman-tniide dawn spreading. its 
orange glow over the cape. A giant ball of fire 
rose over the flat Flotida night, the air rip 
mine and popping in itt wake Charlie Euar- 
tola's LM. like the rest of them, flew true the 
Whe Welt 

I walked back along the beach, the waves 
santing in silver, and met a hiker coming the 
other way, atanned voung mun from Vircinia. 

‘T suppease vou came for the shot” | said 

What <«hot?” 

‘Apollo 17. Tt went to the moon tonight 

wo, fe said. “Ll just hanppence! by here, | 


forgot it Was zon.’ 
Tannin Stains a Soble Aives 


4, re nied ee inured tn the Mmwsterw ork vt 
mocern man still finds <amething to odmre 
In the masterworks of natyure—like the 3 
ohns Kaver ane all its contributing nobility 
of <tream, lake, djrtae, pnd rain 

The iver begins « virtuoso performance 
by casing iis wav northward from a head 
Weter only 20 feel ateyve sie: level, [i waters 
fiow darkly, stained by tannin trom cypress 
ind fine forests. [ts wilderness tribtitanes rive 
from huge springs that haye gushed clear, 
pure Water al the rote of 4everal milbon en 
lone éach day for bevotrd man’s memort 

Alternating its Image between narrew JUN 


fle stream antl Glue lake, the St Johns wits 
for two hundred miles before it beeins ti 


- i 4 Hi J a 
stretch to three miles across and fnw on to 


its Anak 
Mrayvn, ha lohns 
lL encountered the erty ariel hey ol the 


St. Johns—as well as its- bane, the water hy 
arinth—abuurd the Admeural 7., a houseboat 
my landlubber family managed to vet up the 
iver from Lake Monroe to Lake George 

\t Blue Springs a stream of purest water 
issitts [rom a cavern some forty feel deep 
Niark, Alvson, and | drifted out over tt in 
icanoe and looked down mto tts blue. im- 
mossitle deothe There is a wonrerful thing 
bout thie sorme. It is a winter home of thi 
lanatee, the fatcingling sea cow that prot 
ibly one mated the mermaid legends 

We tied up that night at Astor. In the dark- 
nets before dawn, the voices of fishermen 
cmaked like Wier old frogs: discussing thi 

‘Ser "Flopda’s Manatecs, Mermaids in Peni. by 
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Hosted occupants to Lhe ts 


Rotling waters soothe the spirits of St 
Petesture milrons simmering: in the Euro 
moran Health Spa's 100° F. whirlpool (oppo- 
site), The ladies muy later take an lnvigorat- 
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an abundance of wildlife. The woodland was 
home to at least thirty species of amphibians, 
hifty-nine different reptiles, forty-one kinds of 
mammals, inclucing the black bear and the 
endangered Florida panther, and a dazzling 
array of birds. 

What better place to put a huge canal? 


Controversial Canal Dies Hard 


An epic conservation struggle was waged 
aver the Cross-Florida Barae Canal (pape 
602). In the Great Depression of the 1930's, 
work started—hut soon stopped—-on a sea- 
level canal. The intended route included this 
stretch of the Oklawaha River 

With the actvent of World War U1, the proj- 
ect was resurrected on the basis of national 
defense. The money, however, was not ap- 
propriated until twenty years later. On 
February 24, 1954, President Lyndon &. 
Johnson pressed o button that exploded three 
charges of chynamite—colored rec, white, and 
bluc—and the canal was on again. 

“At that point,” conservationist Marjorie 
Carr told me, “we weren't trving to.stop the 
canal, We wanted to save the Oklawaha. It 
wos after they refused to chanwe the route 
that we took a hare look at the canal itself 
and found that it was not only an environ- 
mental catastrophe, it was certam to he an 
economic disaster as well,” 

The canal, for example, is too small for 
modern oteangoing barges: 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers built a 
dam on the Okluwaha, creating an immense 
reservoir, Using a tree crusher—a huge 300+ 
ton device—they literally smashed 2,200 
acres of hardwood forest into the mud behind 
the dam, salvaging less than 15 percent of the 
timber. The reservoir filled with 14 feet 
af water, drowning countless tree trunks, 
branches, and snags. 

In 1971 environmentalists at last obtained 
an injunction against the corps. Then Pres- 
ident Nixon ordered o halt to construction 
of the barge canal—and @ river was saved. 

For 38 million dollars and seven years’ 
work, the public got six picnic tables and 
a barbecue pit, 


South of that almost canal one January 
afternoon I stopped by the offices of Golden 
Gem Growers, Inc, in the town of Umatilla, 
about as far north as most orange growers 
Venture these days Inside, serious-looking 
men paithered around » Teletype machine, 
awaiting the 4 pom. weather advisory. 

“It's a hig dice table," one remarked, 
“Growing oranges is a win or lose business, 
It's pathetic. Eighty thousand bucks one vear, 
and the next vear completely broke.” 

The keys suddenly began to hit the paper 
—whap-wihap-whap. 

“Well, if that's right, we surely fire.” said 
Dixie Royal. “Ves sir, at 24 deerees, we will 
surely fre” 

“Well.” said another. “I con't think it'll 
frost, but Tdon't think Tl sleep either,” 

None of us did, The temperature plunged 
straight down with sunset. The firing crews: 
came in at 10, high-school boys, laughing and 
roistering. Before midnight Jack Nelson look 
the first truckload out. Big fans were al- 
ready turning in the groves, trying to put a 
dent in the temperature inversion that settled 
like a lid over central Florida. 

Nelson's vote blared over the rurlio: 

“We've got 22 degrees over here ancl frost." 


Invisible Enemy Defeated ot Down 


Thus the cold came, insicious, mysterious: 
it actually lay in puddles, settling like an ooze 
in a dead calm. The lowest points in the 
groves Were in danger of heing frozenswhile 
trees a fiw vards away would survive. 

Toward three o'clock several crews fired 
the heaters around a<mall mirror lake north 
of Umatilla. From across the water the scene 
resembled an army encampment with fires 
spread in orderly ranks. Young men ran the 
rows, igniting kerosene chimneys: every 
touch of the torch Jeft.a bloom of fire. 

The invisible enemy faltered just before 
(laybreak, before serious damage was cone. 
The fres burned on inte the sunrise. The 
smoke, white by night, turned dark at dawn. 

Despite efforts by growers such as Golden 
(em, central Florida—for all its recent 
zippity-tlo-dah—is still the home of an often 


Topping a three-man-high, Doady Fornasari epreads his arms in triamph after 
a perfect somersault to the shoulders of brothers Henry and Benny. Their eymnast 
father, Italo, instructs from the corner of the trampoline. Fifth generation of an 
Ttalian circus family, the Fornasari brothers polish the routine daily at their Lake: 
land home, witter quarters for many circus troupers. 


Florida's Booming, Beleuguered Heartland 
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institution, the 
With ILS crew 


shameful but recaleitrant 
migrant farm-labor 
bosses mod shacks and run-down buses. In 
Orlando | stopped in to see Sister Joseph 
Beatnce Eyl, a Roman Catholic nurse who 
provirles health sermices to migrant workers 
Ws they trek up the Eastern Senboara 

“Vou con't imagine the brutality I've seen,” 
she told me “] saw aman whose leg: had been 
broken to prevent him from leaving camp 
You'll find the crew leader who keens his 
workers broke ane in hia cet 
course, many good crew headers wmong the 
hundreds who take the stream of mierant 
families north | 

The sister put me oon t 
City, central Florida's 
and) headquarters of “bird-dog” companins 
that 
pick the oranges. [ had planned to visit one 
ol 44 migrant crews that were out working ih 
the groves on a cold Saturday morning. But 
intervened: A 2-vear-oled child in oa 
family | wanted to call on had come down 
with pneumonia and ciced 

=o 1 looked up Genna Suffredin in the Incal 
health clic, toured the migrant 
neghborhoods—some of them oilicl ane well 
Repl, some simply squalid. We stopped to 
chat with Airs. Geraldine Jenkins; a thin, 
worm woman who was made thinner by win- 
ter sunlight limning her cheeks, ieniting a 
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But the abuses continue 
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wisp Of brow haar 
“That's a pretty purse,” Genna snic 


“Aly daughter give it to me for Mother's 


Elbowing inte the salt marsh, 
1 retirement community tees 
near Weet Pasco (lett). Sach cle 
velopment VITTTAdy carpet tlhe 
shore for 54) miles porth of St 
Petersbure The (iulf 
Pinellas County counts 42. pet 
cent of jis Tesiclent 


[- 
Pt 
it +1 = 


alpotvle the 


age col tel) 


Fire byerants sprawl at the 
tite Of @ proposed phoppine cet. 
Altamonte Spritigs. on 
*"“TLidrove by oni 


ter in 
Clrlande suburb 
(ey Gnd saw @ hele] wth trees.” 
photographer Blair “The 
next day fiteplugs were: sprout- 


rv from blowin soe," 


Hal > 


There are. of 


Day,” said Mrs. Jenkins with » shy smile 
“With o five-dollar bill in it.” 

Her husband was in the groves, picking 
oranges at 40 cents a box, He would rather 
be on grapefruit at 25 cents a box, filling 
iWwite as many boxes a ca 

Mrs. Jenkins said simply, “We've had noth- 
ing but trouble all up and down,’ 





Stucents Press for Publishing Rights 


The sons and daughters of Floridians have 
for vears ancl years attended “their” univer- 
Aiiv, the University of Florida at Gainesville 

When [ arrived, a-collision between the 
establishment and the counter-culture was 
in full swing. A faction of the student boch 
Was protesting Presicent Stephen O'Connell's 
chasing the university newspaper, Flonda 
Adigatar, off the campus. The issue wes free- 
dom of the press Mr. O'Connell ancl the 
ecitors had hac a violent cisagree ment over 
the publishing of a certain item 

“What wae ite” I asked w student 

“Just o list of doctors who will perform 
abortions, she replied 

Like other universities, UF seemed to have 
piissecl a Watershed since the wiolent con- 
frontations seross the country curing the bate 
Lo60's | dropped into o local beer parlor and 
asked some students obout it 

“People are motes radical, that’s true,” 
h Voune man said, “We dont want to be 
heard. The world's too awful, man. We are 
serious and private people, We like to study 
play it cool, smoke a little grace” 
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confined to a wheelchair in recent vears but 
whose spirit goes forth unto the land. She 
Wheeled into the lobby and was greeted with 
a squawk from the parrot, Pancho. 

“That bird is ike me,” suid Bessie. “He 
hates cule litth children ond deliverymen 
with bills, You want a bed, you've got it. No 
television, One phone, right there on the desk. 
Bathroom’s down: the hall, I'm not running 
anv Holiday Inn.” 

I sat down to lunch with a young Virginin 
artist, Dan Moncure, and a bearded veteran 
author, George Walton. “I came here fora 
weekend three years ago,” George said, “and 
I haven't found the time to leave.” Dan came 
down for the arts festival that Bessie orga- 
nized, then decided to come back. 

What magic does this old shell heap of a 
Lown have? 

“T fell in love with this crazy place when I 
saw the chain and padlock they use to lock 
up the front door of the bank.” Bessie said. 

“Last weekend,” George said, “there were 
eieht PhD.'s in this hotel, escaping, Eight. 
People from the top drawer.” 

“Some with no drawers at all,” <aid Bessie. 


Lust Hesting-place Costs Nothing 


There. is a place nearby called Hodgson 
Hill, a rise of Lindl where huge grandfather 
oak= carry silkw clouds of Spanish moss. A 
mendow. spills down to the clear waters af 
a small bay. where I wandered a beach wn- 
marked except for the tracks of seabirds. 

(on the way back | stopped at the old cem- 
etery—"“Wite af Capt. N. Hayden, who was 
lost at sea, with his son Edward, March 25, 
1853." Later I discovered that there is no 
charee for plots. 

“You just go out there and stake a piece of 
ground, and it's yours,” Hessie told me. 

At the end of my travels | found another 
vestioe of the old Florida—the genuine arti- 
cle, lost in a remote corner. It turned out to 
he a person, a wonderful woman known as 
“Granny” Odbund, She lives on a small island 
in the mouth of the Suwannee River; it has 
been her island, and her home, for 63 years. 


Her husband is: buried there, near the com- 
fortable old house, by the small gurcden plot, 
in the shade af lovely old trees, 

“You don't see many of em left lee that,” 
he told me when I commented on the house. 
“When Alec and me first come out here, we 
but a palmetto camp out of palm fronds. | 
had an. air-conditioned house in the summer, 
and in the winter I'd eo out and cut my walls 
and hang ‘em up.” 

They made it somehow, salting fish and 
cutting out catibare buds from the palms. 
and managed to raise a family. 

The Suwannee swamp has receded since 
those times, and the stark loneliness af pio- 
neer life has been moderated by radio and 
television. And most of the carly settlers have 
passed on. “They done gone on the happy 
huntin’ ground,” Granny sand. 


Cranoy Deplores Man's Destruction 
One of her girls, Margaret, had brought a 


daughter. Melanie, to the island. They fixed 
the finest: meal 1 had in Florida, or expect to 


have—wild pig, shot by Margaret a few davs 


before in the swamp, freshly shucked! oysters 
fried o golden brown, stene-cral) claws, a 
hearts-of-palm salad. We ate in the warm, 
dappled shade. Afterward we walked out to 
Alec Odlond's grave. The carved legend on 
the stone reads, “King of the Suwannee Riv- 
er.” Tt was a gift from some Georgia friends 
whom Alec hod long served os a fishing guide. 

"T've got no Fegrets,” Granny told me. “I've 
been faithful to him, and | been with him 
always, all my life, from my youth.” She 
paused and looked around her small domain 
—whilte binds banking on a small wine, 
marsh grasses bending ever so gently back, 
the tide easing ever so slowly over the flats, 
familiar, fragile, of surpassing beauty. 

“Alec told me that modern men were the 
ruination to the country,” Granny said, “De- 
struction, nothing in the world but destruc- 
tion. Man has destroyed everything in the 
world that God give him. They don't realize 
that when they get the last bit of it, then what 
are they going to do?" 0 


‘T like my old-timey ways,” says “Granny” Odlund, mistress of Odlands Istand at the 

mouth of the Suwannee River, With her husband, Aloc, she settled on the tiny, marsh- 
Hecked islet in 1910, carved owt o living, and raised a family. Now a widow, Granny 
goritens-<a little ancl cooks for the itinerant fishermen who come her way, Facing her 
future with uncommon sense ahd plain-spoken pride,she save, “I'm nothin’ but a back- 
woods cracker. [ may got patched clothes on, but Lown ‘em.” 


Florida's Booming, Beleagwered Heartland 
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By ETHEL A. STARBIRD 


QOORING AT BARNACLES from my 
point of view,” Bobhy Wayne Pruitt, 
, Jr, said, “vow can't see much to recom- 
mend them,” 

1 hal io agree. Twice 2 year, Bobby—a 
commenrntial crab fisherman of Tangier I[s- 
land, Virginia—crouches for a week beneath 
His beached boat, chipping ut its barnacle- 
encrusted hull: He can ill afford to spend this 
Lime ashore. 

Rane of saltwater sailors; the pesky bar: 
nach may eventually make up for some of the 
trouble it has caused Ane all because af ite 
annoving habit of producing 4 clue that ad- 
heres to almost any hard surface, congen{s 
ragidly 16 a wet environment, and holds fast 
unler extreme pressures and temperatures: 

lf the wlue is-successfully analyzed and a 
similar material <«vnthesized, the adhesive 
mav mend broken bones, serve as both the 
cement und the filling agent in dentistry, and 
mect scores af industrial peeds. 

Supported by the National Institute of 
Dental Research, Dr Ao]. Bowen of Phila- 
delphia’s Franklin, Institute Research Laho- 
ritoric: head « team trying to determine 
the complicated chemistry of barnacle gloe. 

“The glue isn't very cooperative,” Dr. 
Bowen told me, “Once cured, it can't be dis- 
solvecl with strong acids, alkalis, or protein 
solvents Alea, it i impervious to hacteria 
nil resists temperatures as high as 44° FF” 

~o far, the Barnacle has found few friends 
except those within the scientific fraternity 
Irving: to solve its secrets 

“Por shipowners, they're a multomillon- 
dollar headache,” Michael Pursley said, as 
we toured waterfront facilities of the Mury- 
land Shipbuilding and Drydock Company in 
Haltimore. 

We patused to watch workmen sanddblast 
the heavily fouled hull of wedrv-docked tanker 
“We'll probably remove about fifteen tons of 
Marine crowth—mastly barnoacles—from that 
one ship,” he sail, “Amd it's been less than 
two years since her last ecrub-down. The drag 
caused by only 4 six-month accumulation can 
force a vessel to burn 40 percent more fuel 
just to maintain normal cruising speed,” 

From Rear Adm. James: B: Hildreth, a 32- 
year veteran with t4 campaign nbbons, | 
learned! that a barnacle buildup can mean 
trouble for the United Stutes Navy. 

“We can’t afford to carry much extra fuel 
on combat missions,” he sate, “And any lass 
of speed makes us more vulnerable to attack 
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Savory giant of Pugel Sound, this three 
pound barnacl fils buman hand+—and 
stomachs. Steamed iis fehl tastes mitch ike 
n blended of lobster amd crab 
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Colorful tagalongs hich permanent rics 
with varld oceun trafic A nearly shell-fess 
dott buurnacle: (he) wae found on the cap of 
a floating bottle 

Attaching theneelves bv their fleshy neck 
like stalks, goose harnacles settle and grow 
on a crab of similar hue (right) 


tar and wax.” he «aid, “but nothing worked 
very well until mariners began sheathing 
wooden hulls with copper 

“Copper aver stecl produces rapid corre- 
sion ‘by electrolysis and is toh expensive log 
today’s hiv ships, So we now rely mainly on 
bottom paints containing copper oxide.” 

As this chemical leaches out of the paint 
it forms a toxic film that keeps home-hunting 
evprides at bay. But effective leaching lasts, 
at best, three vears, and paints that produce 
maximum results PELL’ retail for os much as 
S55 0 gallon. 

I found, in the pages of the Miami Herald, 
Boating ecliter 





a far less costly suggestion 


Jim Martenholff reported that a fmend ended 


his harnacle woes by lacing ordinary bottom 
nunt with ground red pepper 

Helen D. Albertson, Dr. Moore's research 
assistant, offered to test this home remedy 
Adeline " ounces of rel pepper to a quart 
of paint—as prescribedi—ahe coated hall a 
woolen puinel with the concoction arel seb it 
oul in barnach-rich Biscayne Bay. 

Some weeks: later the treated part of the 
panel showed ow larger barnacle population 
than the unpainted area, Helen and I could 
only conclude that some of the freeloaders 
bad ctrifted aver from Mexico with o built-in 
taste for red pepper 

Jim's is not the only weird formula tried— 
and fownd wanting Among antibarnacle 
brews submitted in vears past to the United 
States Patent Office is one that colle for a mix- 
av, fat, sawdust 
lagwood, soot. ete. 

“Hf itworked,” said Wilham ]. Francis; chief 
chemist at the Navy's Portsmouth, Virginia, 
facility, “it had te be the ‘ete.’ that dict it" 











Lure ofl “c hair, glue, oil, 


Giant Species Delights Gourmets 


Fortunately for the mariner, a brute of o 
barnacle found on the West Coast settics on 
submerged rocks, not ships. Similar in all b}- 
ological wavs to its smaller relatives, Balam 
qubiive crowé to five inches in height and 
Weighs three pounds of more at maturity (left, 
nbove) Steamed in the shell and served with 
senfood snuce, it carries the flavors of both 
lobster and crab 

Achance encounter with one of these giant 
at a Seattle party provided proof for an im- 
portant scientific premise 

Impressed by the sive af the meaty fibers 
in hie unusual hors d'oeuvre, Dr. Graham 
Hovle of the University of Oregon began to 


National Geographic, Navember [974 
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Daggerlike prong enables a marine snail from pries apart its yictim’s shell (below, lefts, blankets 
Panama ti Pe netraie the barnuwcle’s wawally im- ine hapless crustacean with its red foot (ihelow, 
imettone fortress (above Mlanipiulat- right), inserts its proboscis, and literally eate the 
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ing the weapon ike a can opener, the snail deftly barnacle out af house and home. 


Burnacles—Prendiess Squatiers of the Sea 





Problem: How to find o mate when you'n 
spot, Micst barnacles possess both mal 
fons Out oo nel wmprernsie Lhverrase ts ES 


Hiclhes brie the distance to a neighbor with long tubes 


fabove). Epes incubsate-and hatch within the parent, each 


beroming a lorvs called. a nauplius, Soon the barnach 


teases several hundred nauoli in a planktonic cloud 


(upper right), Like any crustacean, the larvainear night 


were on encwsine cuticle, woich thomuet shed a i] 


Fe ve fi- 
erate 26 it grows larger. 

Afterseveral malts, the nauplius elongates 
arch of a permanent homesite When it finds one, th 
wounr barnacle almost immediately starts to secrete the 
glue that will lock it'in place for fe At the same Une 


the animal beains to take acult shape (far right) 
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Barnacle s—Friendless Sguatters af the Sea 
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Rolanus mubslwe is not the only edible bar- 


nucle in the world, Coast dwellers in Greece, 
Spain, and Italy harvest goose barnacles (Le 
nademorphal, which, to a New Engiande: 
appetizing. With their long 


stalks (pages 626-8) they resemble the succu- 


tical 


like nie, look more 


lent lone-neck steamer ctiams tound 1 
fat= along our shores 


Some people eat these barnacles raw, cithes 
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swaving on this stalk, the goose barnacle en 
poys @ littl: more freedom: in feeding and 
breeding than its limpetlke cousin, but It, 
too, i stuck in place forever 


Mighty Myth Born of a Tiny Creature 


In most parts of the world goose barnacles 
seldom grow to & size worth serving: those 
ve seen along the East Coast measure little 
more than aninch in overall length. But. small 
as they may be, they spawned a mighty legend 
that lasted more than five hundred vears. 

The myth, circulating in the British Isles 
before L100, contended that the goose now 
known as Branta lewcopsis hatched, not from 
an eve in normal bird fashion, but from cres- 
tures attached to floating timbers. The theory 
mikes a certain amount of sense. Stalk. shell. 
and leathery cirrl of goose barnacles could, 
with imagination, be seen as the neck, body, 
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and plumage of embryonic birds. And no one 
had then found the Arctic breeding ground af 
the brant, or barnacle goose 

The strength of the bird-from-barnacle be- 
let, especially in medieval lreland, led cer- 
tain Roman Catholic clerics to regard the 
goose as fish, not fowl, and allow it. to be 
faten on fast davs 

In the 16th century the mystery of this 
q00st Was miven a new twist In Du Bartas' 
La Semame, which English poet Joshua Syl: 
Vester translated as “first o green Tree, then 
i gallant Hull, Lately a Mushroom, now a 
ving Gull.” To both poets, stalked barnacles, 
appearing to-sproul from water-soaked wood, 
could only be mushrooms 

It has taken several hundred veers and 
ever closer observation for WS Co Frei 
the facts: about barnactes are far more in- 


credible than such fiction ] 





ize that 
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Burdened with u hitchhiking barnacle, a snail 
hovers near the surface, held there by its mass of 
flotation bubbles. In the background hangs a Por- 
TURUeSe main-ol-war, opon which the ena] feeds 


As if suited in rusty armor, a spotted lobster 
suilers from doeens of joint-jamming, encrust 
Ing barnacies (left). Fortunately. the unwanted! 
growths rarely cause permanent harm and will be 
shee with the ehell when the lobster molts 


* 
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Bold Horsemen of the 


ARTICLE AND PHOTOGEAPHS BY SABRINA AND ROLAND MICHAUD 


Finger bound against injury, whip clenched in his teeth, 





Steppes Afshanistan’s lurkomans hold fast 


to traditions of their nomadic forefathers. 
who once terrorized Central Asia 


champion rider Hakim fiercely playa the violent game af bux kashi. 





HE FILE OF THORNY BRANCHES 






on which | perch shakes dangerously. 
Turning to ‘see what is causing this, I 
find myself suddenly nose-to-nose with a 
camel, which shows me its teeth. 
is only trying to pull its dinner from the heap 
beneath mé, which has been cut and stacked 
for its benefit. Nevertheless | am fnghtened 
by this unexpected confron- 
Horsemen mouth and long yellow teeth 
that can bite so efficiently. 
The camel wrinkles tis enor- 
"1 mous lips into a hideous grin 
| too much! Lrecoil asif propelled 
hy springs, Chiltiren who have been watching 
me, » foreign woman, shout with laughter. 
Il am angry with myself. For ten years | 
Asia and encountered thousands of camels, 
yet today T allow myself to be startled by one. 
LT shout at the beast and threaten to bang it 
vn its rubbery nose. It goes away. | return 
That work, just now, consists of studying 
and photographing the Turkeman people of 
Afvhanistan. I am not alone. With me are my 
husband and collaborator, Roland.* and our 
Roland and I have lived among the Turko- 
mans before, but this is Romain's first journey 
away from Paris. For the past several weeks 
we have been visiting villages and camps 
of the ancients, which for some 800 miles 
forms Afghanistan's border with the U,S.5.K., 
and in the countryside to the south, from 
Kholm—old Tashkurghan—to Andkhvoy 
many Turko-Mongol peoples. These tribes- 
men, traditional nomads and superb horse- 
men, are the anstocrats of the steppes. They 
ure descendants of Attila’s Huns; their fore- 
Until a century ago the Turkomans were 
brigands, the scourges of Asian caravans. 
They raided as far as Persia, and there took 
prisoners for the slave markets of Bukhara 
men, ranging widely with the seasons in 
search of pasturage. 
Being mobile, they evaded the controls of 
the governments through whose territories 


I know, of course, that the ungainly beast 
tation with an open slobbery 
of the 
| and blows bubbles at me, It is 
have traveled the remote areas of Central 
Lo my work. 
4-year-old aon, Romain. 
both along the Amu Darya, the Cxus River 
The Turkomans are one of Central Asia's 
bears rode with Genghis Khan and Tamerlane. 
and Khiva. But they were also good herds- 
they wandered. They paid no tawes; rather, 
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they extoried “protection” money from iso- 
lated Villages, in return for freedom from their 
own depredations. 

Though conquered by the Russians in the 
[aso's. the Turkomans remained fiercely 
nationalistic. Joseph Stalin's ruthless purges 
in the 1930's forced many to flee to Afghin- 


stan, There they joined other Turkoman 


tribes already living sedentary lives south of 
the Amu Darya The dashing bandits and 
heroes of song becume peaceful agnculturists. 

They remain, however, a closed and secre- 
tive people. As: Moslems, they guard their 
women from the gaze of strange men, They 
distike cameras, a serious handicap for ws; 
worse, they are wary of outsiders. 

One day a train of events was set in motion 
that was to lead finally to my perching upon a 
cile of fodder in order to photograph a Tur- 
koman wedding procession near Shur Tap- 
peh. It happened in this fashion. 


One-upmanship Wins the Day 


It is winter. The water pipes in the little 
provincial hotel are frozen. We mist rely on 
the Aammam, or public bath, of which, hap- 
pily, there are many inthis Islamic land where 
ritual ablutions must precede prayer. 

Roland goes to a hammam and returns with 
an enchanting story he heard about Nassred- 
din, a mullah, or Moslem religious leader, who 
is supposed to have lived in Turkey in the 
I3th century: Stories are told about him all 
the wav from the Balkans to Turkistan. 

The village boys of the day admired Nass- 
reddin greatly and Joved to play practical 
jokes on him because he took them in such 
good grace. Thus one day, when they accom- 
panied him to a hammam, each boy brought 
an ege hidden in his clothes. 

When everyone was comfortably settled, 
ane youth said: 

“Let us play at laying eggs. He who cannot 
lay an egg must pay the bath bill for all” 

so every boy cackled anc put an egg on 
the floor. Nassreddin scarcely hesitated. He 
crowed and flapped his arms like wings. 

“For all these hens there must be a rooster,” 
he said. “As the rooster, of course, [ need not 
pay the till.” 

Tuesday arrives, the day set aside at the 
baths for women and. children. 

“Come, Romain,” I] say to my son, “put 

*The authors, among the few Westerners to visit this 


area, described the. Wakhun corridor of Afghanistan in 
the April 1972 NaTiON AL GEocRAPHIC 


National Geographic, November 1973 


away your toys, we are going to the bath.” 

We enter a dressing room, where we leave 
our clothes on earthen benches. We put on 
woolen sandals, for the floor, also of earth, 
is wel and «ticky. 

In the steam room, which has a raised sec- 
tion in the center, the bathers rub themselves 
With rough gloves of horsehair and «scratch 
the soles of their feet with pumice, everyone 
perspiring and panting with the heat. 

Romain finds it too hot. We go into the next 
room, where there are basins of hot and cold 
water. Happy as a fish in a stream, Remuin 
splashes himself. Soon he finds a friend, a 
emall boy named KRalim. The two children 
laugh and play. 

I assume the young woman with Kalim is 
his mother, but she tellé me the child is her 
sister's som. 

“Pm not married, and I never want to be,” 
she savs with a frown. “Here a girl cannot 
choose her husband and may not refuse the 
one her father picks for her.” 

suddenly she asks me: “Have you ever 
been to a Turkoman wedding?” 

“No. Do you suppose I could?” 

“Wou'll come with me. [ have a girl cousin 
who is to be married in a few days. I will ar- 
range for you to-see everything of the wedding 
except the ceremony, which is carried out 
privately before a mullah and two witnesses.” 

L could not have hoped for more! For weeks 
1 had been trying to get into the women's 
quarters of a Turkoman household, On uo few 
occasions Village chiefs had ordered that I he 





admitted into someone's home, but these vis- 
its had proved unsatisfactory. The people had 
felt themselves imposed upon 

Sow, in the unlikely milieu of a bath, I 
have been invited to a Turkoman wedding! 


Mock Abduction Gets uo Bride 


On the appointed day we set out for the 
village where the cousin of my new friend 
fZulfiva lives. An icy wind sweeps the ciel, 
the steppe. Guided by plumes of smoke, we 
pass a camp of vurts, the felt tents of those 
Turkomans who remain nomads. 

The tribesmen who still wander with their 
livestock carry their: yurts with them. Though 
many have settled in towns or villages, out- 
side their houses of mud brick they still keep 
vurts, memorials to nomad days. 

Their cheeks red with cold, litthe boys sur- 
round our four-wheel-drive vehicle. An old 
nan tells us we are welcome. The sky weeps 
great snowflakes; they settle on every blade 
of grass, turning them into dream flowers. 

We arrive just in time. The men of the 
Village, led by the groom's father, are making 
up a caravan to bear the bride-to-be to her 
new husband. 

They have ordered the camels to their 
knees and are harnessing them. The harness 
of one is especially rich and berecked with 
beaded pompons and silver bells. 

On each side of the animal they attach 
wooden platforms on which the bride and her 
attendants will ride. So that she remains 
hidden from public gaze, there is atop all a 


Free rovers for centuries, Turkoman tribes crisscrosted Central Asia with their herels. 
raiding Villages and curayans for slaves and booty. Then, in the 1340's, Czarist sdldiers 
subdued them, und closed the slave markets of Bukhara amd Khiva. Now most of the 
1,500,000 Turkomans live peacefully in the border regions of the Turkmen ond Uzbek 
55.R's, Tran, and Afghanictan. The authors, French writer-photographers, spent six 
months among some 400,000 settled in northern Afghanistan's Amu Darya river plain 
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framework covered with fine carpets and dec- 
orated with bright scarves and talismans. 

Some of the men drag 4 large carpet to the 
door of a yurt. They fight a mock skirmish 
with those inside: They are ceremonially ab- 
ducting the bride from the home of ber father, 
who has kept her as long as be can in order 
not to lose the income from the sole of the 
fuys she Weaves. 

The intruders place the veiled girl on the 
rug and carry her to the richly bedecked 
camel. With slow and measured gestures 
women in long robes and lofty coiffures wish 
her prosperity and happiness. Opening their 
hands to the sky, men pray. 

The bride’s camel quits the compound. ‘The 
others, bearing women anc young girls, fol- 
low in a caravan (pages 644-5) Thus does 
the Turkoman jirl leave ber family. Seated 
on & rag she has woven with her own hanes, 
she is borne away to her destiny. Perhaps 
in similar fashion the magic carpets of Orien- 
tal tales carried princesses into new lives. 


Bride Receives New White Yurt 


The caravan moves along. The silver beils 
the voung girls wear on their festive attire 
tinkle joyousiy, The tambourines in their 
hands beat-a lively rhythm. The girls sing, 
“Kilin abiak, kilin aljak! We aré taking the 
bride away!” 

And what of the girl hidden upon the sway- 
ing camel? What is she thinking? She ts prob- 
ably wondering what her new husband, a 
man she does not even know, is like! 

The last camel moves by. We follow. The 
procession goes to the bridegroom's village. 
It halts before the yurt—so new it 5 white as 
snow—that be has erected for his bride. (Tt 
will blacken with smoke, to become the kare 
wy, the “black chamber,” that the Turko- 
mans call their tents.) Still on her rug, she & 
carried inside and stavs there until evening, 
surrounded by her female frends: 

After dinner the friends leave. The bride- 
groom comes with two witnesses and the mul- 
lah who will perform the ceremony. We were 
not allowed to witness the brief weddme, but 
my friend Zulfiva told me bow the ritual is 
periormecd, 

‘Have you chosen this young woman for 
your wife?” the mullah asks the groom 

“T have.” 

“Vou have heard?” the mullah asks the 
Witnesses. 


“We have beard.” 
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Galloping off to do battle, but only as 
rivals in the marketplace, men of Zadian 
leave families behind im mud-walled se 
clusion. Gnily the dark circular yurt, set 
up behind trees at right, recalls nomadic 
dave Otherwise, this Turkoman village 
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follows the model of long-settled Uzhek houses guests In courtyard gardens irn- 


ond Pashtun netehbore Using only. mud, gated by canals that burrow under the 
men Construct ingenionsdemed dwellings Outer wills in the foreground, succulent 
i allt li coMmpeine shelters Liman s wie of melons and ae and mlaTevenat trees 
wives, his sons with their families, and foursh. In the fields bevond, meti malse 


inmarred children, A separate building one ¢rop of wheat a vel 





Sow he puts the same question to the bride, 
but when he asks the witnesses if they will 
vouch for her reply, it lsccustomary for them 
to: suv they have not beard her. 

The wirl must then repeat “yes” very loudly. 
The mollah blesses the couple and congratu- 
lates them. For the firat time they find them- 
selves alone 

The next morning two old women who 
have been given the duty of ascertaining 
whether the marriage has been consummated 
must answer the question, “Has the boy be- 
come king?” 

When the groom’s father asked for the 
vVoung girl’s hand, he offered his son as her 
“slave,” but new, if the old women answer 
“ves,” the son is no longer a slave but an abso- 
lute monarch, even gathering the proceeds 
from the sale of the carpets his wife will make. 


Extra Wives Reduce the Work Loud 


As for the girl, she becomes a part of a new 
household in which she will never cease work- 
ing, weaving, and having children. Sometimes 
her husband takes a second wife, perhaps a 
third, and even a fourth, which makes the 
work a littler easier for each 

But for all, the life is the same. Smiles are 
small, laughter rare, vet the magic fingers of 
these women of queenly bearing produce true 
works of art, the glorious Turkoman carpets 
(pages 656-7). On the great looms unfold si- 
lent gardens:of deepest red, through which 
flow brooks alternately bathed in light and 
¢hadow—scenes of paradise as described in 
the Koran. 

The weavers work with every ounce of 
their energy, burying their joys and sorrows 
alikein their carpets, forgetting even the baby 
in its hammock hung above the loom. Some- 
times, as | watch them wield the great scis- 
cors With which they even the strands of woal, 
L sense asvmbolism: They cut themselves off 
from the world; they accept their lot with 
calmness and serenity. 

In their finished work as well there is sym- 
holism. The rhythm of the patterns, differing 
from tribe to tribe, is that of the changing 
seasons, perhaps also that of the footfalls of 


marching camels—the rhythms that are 30 
basic in nomadic life. 

Secking better understanding of the weav- 
Ing women, | crouch often beside their looms 
and with my clumsy fingers try to tie some of 
the thousands of tiny knots that go Into every 
carpet. The women smile and patiently guide 
my fonds They answer oll my questions, 
even asking their mothers or an old neighbor 
the names of ancient patterns in which | ex- 
press an interest. | 

I can give so littl in return! I hand out a 
few aspirin tablets and doctor small cuts or 
aore eves. But Rominin's presence proves to 
be my best gift to them. At his slightest dis- 
play of strange foreign wavs they chuckle 
gleefully. His spontaneous friendship delights 
them, and when he joins naturally in the 
games of their own children, he wins their 
hearts completely, 

Unhappily, some of the women are aban- 
doning the traditional carpet designs ih favor 
of thase of for¢ign lands. This is to satisfy 
the demands of the international market, 
which sre so great that workshops have 
recently been opened for men, whereas only 
women wove tugs before—and they weave 
only at home. 

Chemical dyes are replacing the old vege- 
table colors. However, I have seen women 
using madder, Rubia Hiwctorum, an herb that 
produces extraordinary reds. But to dye the 


wool for even a small carpet, a good deal of 


madder root is required, and this costs twice 
as much as chemical dye. 


Birthday Cake Perplexes Hosts 


Today is Romain’s birthday. We are dinner 
gyests of the governor at Kaldar, a big Tur- 
koman village on the bank of the Amu Darya. 
A buk‘ort, a primitive wood stove, heats the 
room. For light there is a kerosene lamp, and 
for comfort, rugs spread on the floor. 

A number of village personalities, all of 
them men, are with us. Wrapped in silks as 
beautiful as the robes of kings, heads swathed 
in turbans as majestic as crowns, they might 
have stepped out of centuries-old Oriental 

(Continued on page 650) 


Serene in seclusion, 22-vear-cld Bibi, or Lady, Aqbika drops ber veil for Sabrino 
Michaud. The authors’ 4-veor-old son won the hearts of secretive womentolk, paving the 
way for his mother's entry into their innermost circles. The Turkomans converted to 
Isham in the tith century but did net vell women before strangers until the tribes settled 
te till the land: now they follow the strict customs of their neighbors. 
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Happiness hidden, Bibi Gulchera 
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Tes She miurtied ber 
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Kabul Universitv, while st 
remunes in his iathers: compound 
Waiting to call on the bride, frend: 


ighowe) fisten to the Muse of a lan 


bourne (night). Single girls, who wear 


Tay Walt Wet. to Vari 


the hich bride-price set by 


furkornons, Horsemen of th Steppes 











| tS mow i,. — 


Terkomans, Horsemen of the Steppes 


Lunch is a two-fisted affair (or 3-vear-ole 
Aghabll Every day her toother bakes vrei 
ticks of the whole-wheat brend that is the 


fame of Alghan villagers 


SIME 0 ppecial eccision, careful ‘| 
watched pots of mutten ball atopy tiiuel 


Wilh stoves, a welcome change from the 
Usa! fare of plat or brend and vegetables 
Preparing a wedding feast, the senior daugh 
ter-in-liw it bey's household, at right 
Hirects helpers on her yurt kitchen. In o- 
matic limes, women could fold ihe felt 
Covering amd jattice wills and lowed them on 
caomck in less thon an hour 

4 bey's daily lite differs littl: from that of 
ema) farmer-or tenant The wealthy some 
lime: buy Russian tractors, Swiss Wii hes: 
mnt! Japanese racios, but they rarely veer 
from the traditional clothing, goods, pnd 
SEE LES ‘milsol ol their wr Soren y aiver 


ewelry und fine horses 








(Continued from. page 640) 


paintings. Same have handsome ivory coun- 


tenances, some wre old and wrinkled, others 
display the waxy faces ol opium smokers. Une 
puts us Mm 

We have a small cake and on i put four 
Candies We have bromeht from France. We 
sing “Happy Birthday to You.” Making a 


mul all the i aiclles 


mind af a wicked sultan 


eral effort, Romain blows 
Qur Turkoman friends are oiystified by all 
this. Yet everyone smiles and applauds and 
prracefully acs epis u slice of cake proffered by 
Romain. The winter wind howls outside, bul 
we are warm and among friends 
Snecial Streets for Special Trades 
The next day is a market day. 1 will buy 


Sueir ai the bazaar for Roman's tea he does 


ritit like it unsweetened, 


it 
drink it 


m the Turkomans 


The bazaar is a place of animation 
On donkeys, camels, and horses, people huve 
come from the four Pons cn Lhe COM Pass Lt) 
buy and sell 

The tradesmen are organized into guilds 
Fach guild hes it 


. 


the carcders 


as in teecieval Europe 
street. The weavers weave here 
in allevis lined with 
the blacksmiths 


ES, Wierd hants smite eniemiatioall, 


ot wool Curd co | the rE 
Henna 


Phev 


flowing brewers of 





aj | 
fineer their account bowks, bound like 1 
of the Koran, Abaruse: 

[ spend howrs watching the coppersmiths 


himmennne with 


Lacs 


rattle 


af work, heoting, molding, 


Glimpsing another world, 
bows of Zadimin mare in Won- 
ler at the awthors drinking 
fen in © farmers fuest room 
Such toon have the best of 
furnishings and often the only 


Wintit A ROLES Eh i ompound 


Bavaur day brings.a Turko 
man to an Ugbek barber in 
the market town ol Andkhvoy 
Vieny men agree on the healin- 
ful benefits af a shaved skull. 
Afghan villager 
pates with deftly wound tur 
ban ehriped 


cover Lie 


I ra oit-= Lig By ite 
or chapan, olentify the 


ChAT ED Wy Tere it Was Woven 


be 
Pome 


orecise and beautiful movements as old as 
all, Central [ like, too, the 


e@welers who, aided by their young appren 


Leaian munkinel 


lices, melt silver coins from which they fash 


on peri mnt, neck laces, ane 


ath carnelian, 


bracelets 
brooches. The latter are set 
o stone believed to guard eves from (ists 

But where ic Romain going? Jewelry inter 
ests hum less than it doce me, 50 he goes to 
watch the pafregar, or mender of china Phe 
bracing the 
broken vessel between his feet, and works 





craitseman ats on the 


Froud, 


with a bow doll. with wire, and with clue 


made of lime and e¢e white (page 658). In 
this Lee ne nd even the cheapest teacup Lots 
to the patragar for repaint 

Now ! lead Romain inte the street of the 
cobblers, for he needs new shoes. Turkoman 
shoes are ideal for a small bov: The nght and 
left ones are the same, 60 he ¢annot make a 
mistake. Such variety! Low shoes with turned- 
uy) Toes Arc Came! leather Sci lies Heelless WM 
door boats in softest goat=kin. Small yellow 
boots, Women s thoes of green rot bolo led don 
key leather and horsehide, horsemen’s high- 
heelec boots 

[ see wooden chests decorated with bright! 
natterns cut from ordinary sheets of oilcloth, 
nailed to the wood with big-headed nails, I 





inspect wicker birdcages, strange musical in- 
struments, herbs and condiments, enormous 
blacks of rock salt browght by caravan from 
the Andkhvoy region, and piles of oranges 
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[ron lalalaha 1, sh Wie i't ceTrhy' i iti | 


hao oranges. He then es 
Romnin it intneie bi 


an old man wh 
mumbles 2 monotonous chant while whirling 
asmaking censer above the litthe boy's head 
The man is a dervish. In th ; DMT Minne. DAO 
scatters cording, a 


He SET I world 


ing Charcoal, over wh 


| J | 7 } ' Th i 1 . To 
cerns of isfand. ot ile rue. i the muerz CES Hersot 
which is supposed to repel evil (ntivences itis time to lunch with Roland, whom we 


For keeping Romain free of evil infivences 


st COMING Irom the barber 


Whol Gr eoeripils 








“Oh wma, papa has a pointed beard,” 
shouts Ramin 

Too true: The barber has shaped Roland's 
beard so that he looks like an Afghan dey 
returning from a pilgrimage to Mecca, 

In a small restaurant run by o fat man we 
eat liver with onions en brochette ant a hot 
bread pancake. And we share one plate of 
palao, or pilaf, for it is very preass 
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Creaking mill of ancient design crushes 
cottongeed, the first step in the production 
of cooking off Power comes froma blind 
folded cow, prodded Lay a stick in rts nesters 
hand The Afghanistan Government en 
cOuUrages farmers le grow more cotton to fill 
orders from other oowntries for the raw 
fiber Russians in the 1480's introduced long 
slaple American cotton te Central Asia 


“Leat two plates of palas,” boasts the fat 
ian. Then, staring at me, “Is this tiny woman 
your only wife? I have two big fat ones.” 

“Now | know why you eat two paiacs,”” 
savs Roland. “Two wives; two palaos. One 
Wile, one palao,” 

We go pext to a teahouse. We take off our 
shoes anc sit on the Boar of packed earth 
covered with fine curpets. No local woman 
ever come: to @ teahouse, but it i= all rivhi 
lof me, & ioreigner, to doso. We are alwavs 
riven the best places, next te the stove 
The walls are painted with simple pictures 
pomegranate Aowers, birds, and melons, 
and decorated with framed pictures 
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Trained Bird Speaks in Persian 


Sunlight filters through screens of branches 
amd rushes. It falls on volden and silver ewers 
andl on gleaming copper camovars. It lights 
like a butterfly upon the silk turbans and 
striped chapans—caftans—of the guests. The 
their clothing tell where 
each man comes from: ereen and violet for 
Mazar-e Sharif, mostly beige for Sar-e Pal, 
wWwihe lor Agcheh, 

In a cage banging from «a ceiling beam a 
mina chattere in Persian, the lingua franca 
Of Afghanistan, a language we are beginning 
to speak. Another wicker cage holds a chukar. 
a belligerent little partridge wsedin fiehts on 
which bets are made 

We slowly sip our tea—Roland a black ane 
from India, which is said to warm, and I 2 
erecen Chinese one, which refreshes. A water 
pipe circulates among the other guests. We 
hear them exchanging ¢reeting= and news 

“Is your bazaar hot?” asks one, a question 
that means “Is your business good?” 

There is much talk wbout the price of wheat 
und of the current market for Turkoman silks 
and Astrakhan fur, other clements of the 
Turkistan economy 

A man asks us where we are from. He offers 
Romain stared almonds. Our son thanks 
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Coloxsel spring cleaning: Men of Dowlatabad clear an irrigation ¢ leanne! fo carry snowmelt 
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Persian, and Romain does s 
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Lhe Caravansary | “KUAre Oo] bulldiners 


and walls surrounding an open courtyard; the 


atier is a parking lot for animals and also for 


owly rec L bart 
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the trucks that are 
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to be excellent for cooking fires: That of cows 
and donkeys, when molded into pats, pro 
duces excellent heat and is believed to Keep 
mosquitoes AWaV 

We note that the caravansary keeper is 
now gathering manure. Romain would vers 
much like to aid him in this interesting task, 
but we Manage to dissuade him, 


Litth: Flame Gives Big Assurance 


Toward ¢vening new wuests arrive. These 
are the bic caravans that pass the winter days 
traveling across the Steppes, Loaded upon the 
cimels we see four, forave, cotton, salt blocks, 
and charceal 

Me eh clased 


falls The marketplace ts 


Turkomens, Horscnven of the Sreppes 





from anearby cover. Each farmer contributes labor based on the anmeowrt of tater he wses, 


Watchmen patrol the deserted streets: calling 
out to ench other in the darkness 
Before the locked shutters of every third 





1 shop they hang a littl kerosene 
lantern. These do not give a great deal of 
light, but when, in the middle of the night, 
lam awakened by a howling doe and glance 
out my window, | find reassurance in Lhe sight 
of the small wavering flames 

In the marning we set of by car for She- 
berghan, following a line of telephone poles 
standing al drunken onegles across the in- 
finttude of the steppe. It is winter and there 
i snow on the ground, but this sometimes 
melts under the sun and the ground softens. 
(Continued on page 450) 
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Coniuring a paradise undertoot, thi 
Turkoman Women create rugs with the 
belp of every member of the family, Men 
buy the tinest wool they can afford for 
their women to card and <spim. Then the, 
carry it to a baraar, where civers special 
ive in the favorte Turkoman tolors: red 
and indige (riebt) 

In a barren room (below) two women 
labor over a hormotrtal loom, while o 
child attends a bah, 

+. Weyer needs only three tools (op- 
posite) ond the memory of tt desion her 
mother tought her. She knots a strand of 
wil around a three of warp, cutting 
the ends with the sickle-shaped knil 
After each row she tamps the line with 
the heavy cottib, Finally, using shears 
she Clips several inches of shagey tuft to 
aneven height This sis-by-nine toot car 
het—representing tan motiths’ work 
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With « jewelers fmesse, o ching mender 
attic wnt fis delicate task amid the bust 

Dowlatubacd’s bwrosar Feet for a Lani ee, 

ne wea o bow drill to make tiny boles ina 
broken bowl He will @lie the pieces ond 
wire tnem together lo assure o Permanent! 
mend. [he cralt Aourtshes im a land where 
Very oon counts; even the hea pees repio i - 


ment may coat ten fmes ss Tibi h Ls Tey! 


Comparing qualitv, Turkomans brine 
homecmited rugs to the Andknyvoy baraiar 
right!) A village's reputation and the cual 
ity Of wool, dves. and workmanship deter 
mine © dealers offer, With much of the 
money, a tan hays jewelry for fis wits 


ind: daurnters—ther savin’ accouni 





Woolly assets go to murket cuarcded bv the 
shepherd hired to tend them all year. Each 
brings pbowt S35. “The fat toils that help sis 


tain the animals throuch summer droi hits 
are reniiered into ol] for cooking pilaf. From 
Purkoman herd: of Rarakul abeep come thi 
coveted skins: of the newhorn. known we 
Persian lamb, or Astrakhan, an Len fo ier 
Mighanisian export 


Curtuined by. camel meat, a butcher 
Wits Costomers at the Shur Tappreh ba 
paar. He ch LITRES OF es WeIZHE, rear |e 
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Then trucks sink into the ground and Jeave 
deep furrows 

Turkistan bem 
nickname for 
the land. “Country of the fan and of the fur.” 
During the blazing summers, not a drop ol 


The extreme variuitions in 
peratures hive GIVEN rise boa 


rain will fall 

We keep the line of poles in sight at all 
times; for the truck tracks are legion, and con 
fusing to follow; they lead off in all directions 

“Tone! Tone!" chants Romain. His sharp 
YOUN eves have spotted a carmnvan ahead, 
und he alerts ws 
Turkoman word for camel bell, 

The caravaneer tie: the bell to the 


WIth Ehe onomatopoetic 


rhea 
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of the last camel in his Caravan, 8 
a dozen beasts roped togethet 
—- ' . . b 5 a a an. 
Should he be riding in the lead and doze off 


Wii LW aARKEeT 


from five to 


the sudden-silence of the bell 
him if athief tried to steal the tailencer 

We watch the caravan pass. It cuts directh 
across the line uf [xolaes andl seemingly inilows 
no landmarks, but we know the coravaneer 
will net lose his wav. Like n-sailor at sea, be 
navienies bv te sun-and the stars, ass Tore 
fathers did before him 

We see flocks of sheep and. goats on the 
steppe, althouwh the area has been drought 
crcken for three years. and the livestock of 
this part of the country has been reduced by 
80 percent, Romain would ike -to tun after 


| 





ie flocks, but we clo not let him-ao ont we 





1c shepherds have restrained the 


rreat mastifis that guard the animus 


sh that 4 
Lhe 
are very dangerous 

Citen a2 shepherd picks up a curly lamb 
for the littl: boy to pet. This 15 the celebrated 
Rarakul of t 





1 Turkomans, which produces 





Vstrakhan, for the Volga 


in large 


the fur cailed 


port from which it was exported 
quuntitles 

The manner in which the pelt is obtained 
i cruel For one fur the 


slaughtered 2 few days after birth. For a still 


rade of lamb is 
better quality pelt, the ewe is killed and the 
unborn lamb «skinned! 

hat Romain i# petting has been 
saved far breeding stock. Grown, it will be an 
extremely tugged animal. well suited to the 
rieorous clomate In which it lives. [t carries a 
of fat im its tail (preceding pare) 
Ouring the summer when the baked cround 





lhe one 


reserve 


nro Po PF nourishing Preass. Live sheep Cian 


v 


ire Aan the stored Feut 
Aric) Lard Yields Frotthal Harvest 


We drive on. Flocks of crows blacken the 
ky ‘The Villaves we Dita Ae mrear We atick 
first in mud, then in sand, then intmud asain: 
the steppe cun be anything from black soul to 
sand dunes. The people of the countrysitit 
come toour aid and help us pull the vehicle 
io sod ground 
For all its aridity In summer and mudei- 
nest-in winter, the plaim to the south of the 
Amu Darya, called Bactria tn olden times, has 
uiways been famed for its fertility 
i itization: With water the 
a nuomber of 
verctables, ancl fruit in abundance, Some of 


Che secret 
land produces cottun, rains, 
the ditches crossing the landscape ure cen- 
turies ole 

if the Turkistan 
apricots, and pomegranates are good, then 
short ol 
Phe grape is said here to be the 


mulberries, almonds, 


the grapes and ome lions are little 


mrmnificent 


king of the fruits, But the melon is the sultan 
Tt ts tald of certain thin-skinned Turkoman 
melons that when they are about to come to 
full ripeness, they will burst at the sound of a 
passing horse’s hoofbeats. 

Perhaps 400,000 Turkomans live in Afghan 
Turkistan, but this is only approximate, for 
they have never been counted. Thev are not 
alone in their region. The Uzbeks are more 
numerous; and everywhere one meets Pash- 
tuns, the last conquerors. Then there are Ta- 
jiks, undoubtedly the oldest people af the area, 
and some small Arab colonies 

The Turkomans, however, give Turkistan 
its unique character. Sometimes thev call 
themselves the “people of the black"—tarag 
kalka—because the color black, kara. touches 
60 much in their lives 

Their black sheep, the Karakul, sometimes 
gre on the Kara Rum, that blark desert 
which lies mainly in the Soviet Union. Their 
yurts become blackened by the smoke of 
their cooking fires. And some. are fond. of 
opium, the Acra khan, or black king 

Ina small village we halt to drink a cup of 
tea We ask many questions, seeking to learn 
what sort.of events wall be taking place. This 
time we are richly rewarded. 

At Ravechenag, not far from where we are, 
the rich landlord Khan Bey announces that 
In three davs he will sponsor a dus kayhi to 
celebrate the circumcision of his two sons. 
Although the sky outside is leaden-and the 
wind glacial, the new's brings joy to our hearts. 

Buz kashi is the game which, for us, stands 
out above all others In fact, bug kashi is 
why we are traveling in Turkistun during 
the winter, The game is so strenuous that 


Strang men wrestle until one 
pins the other's shoulders: firmly 
to the ground, Revs «sponsor 
wrestlers, musicians, comics, and 
animal acts for celebrations such 
as Weddings, clrtimmecisinns, ancl 
holy days. Everyone is welcome, 
fiving a sense af belonging and a 
good meal io the mast inypover- 
hed villagers 


Cantankerons camels tug on the 
laet morsel of their meal Fueled 
by brambles anc vrasses, they «till 
serve a4 the trucks of the steppes 


fwrkomans, Horvemen of the Steppes 


it is rarely plaved in the Afghan summers: 

It is a game for horsemen, containing ele- 
ments of polo and cavalry warfare (paimes 
HO2-5), It le fast, rough, and even brutal. In 
the puist it was literally murderous. 

Almost any number from ten upward may 
play. In the more or less formal buz kashis of 
the Afghan cities such as Kabul, the players 
are divided into teams, In the country, as at 
Kavochenag, it is every man for himself, 


Heavy “Ball” Makes a Rugged Came 


The “ball” is the headless carcass of a goat 
or a call On the eve of the game the animal 
is slaughtered, cutted, filled with sand, then 
sewed up and soaked in water during the 
night to increase its weight. Tt ends up at 
somewhere between 60 and $0 pounds 

The game opens with the carcass in the 
center of a circle, drawn in lime, which is 
called the Aallal, or circle of justice, The chief 
of the buz kashi signals. The horsemen, 
ranged about the circle, plunge for the prey 

Leaning far out of his-saddle, each player 
tries to pick it up, tuck it beneath one leg, and 
gallop for a distant pole. Every other player 
tries to snatch it away from him as he careers 
across the open steppe, there are few bound- 
anes to the bus kashi field: If no one seizes 
the carcass, the man who has it circles the 
pole, gallops back to the circle of justice, and 
there drops the calf for a score. 

The prize? A small bill, a gold coin, rarely a 
Valuable camel or horse, Glory is the real re- 
ward. Rich men like Khan Bey keep stables 
of the strong, carefully bred buz kashi horses, 
alonz with their trainers and riders 

(Continued on pape 667) 
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chaff, in a game said to date from the chavs of Genghis Khan Rider on the leading white horse grips the 
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Fierce centaurs, berses and 
men move 2s one in bur bash 
Lnvone Coin bodany thevigh curls 
professionals bear the proud 
tithe chopender and the right to 
WE a gray feece cap trimmed 
with wolf or fox fur. Each 
draws a-salary from a bey who 
breeds and traims the mount 
and sponsors. the weekly win 
tertime Fanes 

A chopendos (left) jerks the 
headless 4i}+-pound carcass filled 
with wet sand mto the mos 
protected position, under his 
thigh, bhi= horse wll ram, rear 
and feint to help him Keep i 

In 4 classi¢ mancuver achal 
lengzer balances on one stirrup 
and swings acroes his caddle to 
snatch the prince with two hands 
lower left) 

A. freraciias tug-of-war at full 
tallop determines the winner ot 
a #kin so tattered it drag on 
the ground (upper right), Soon 
t fresh carcass replaces it, and 
then another, in the punishing 
four finur yous 

Horses jam together a one 
nider swings down te claim a 
fallen trophy tright), Steers 
ure trained to step.on the calt 
until their masters tan reach it 





Ai @warme’s end oo camel, o 
coat, or perhaps a gold com, like 
this Ok-vear-old tila (above! 
from Bukhara, goes to the best 
player, But a winning chopen 
dog finds his real reward im the 


restock af his cowmntrvinen 








[he training of a buz kashi horse is rigid. 
[It begins, infact, before he is born: His mother 
ects teh of more ezgs-o dav, to ensure thai 
ner foal will be strong: 

Upon the day of his birth the colt is pre- 
vented from falling to the wround, for that 
Would “destroy his wings.” Until he is three 
Vears old, he is left to run free 

Then, if he ts judged still a fit candidate 
tor the bux kashi, he is saddled, he is taught 
the discipline of the bit, he learns to tolerate 
the rider, He is never shod 

Twa Years piss When t 





le horse 15 five, he 

lotted rations of salt. to aid his< ‘ive<tiofi, 

. and corn or melon to give him the weight 
hecessary to withstand the battering he will 
feceive im the game 





1s ah 


. With the coming of biasing summer. he 

~~ " . pets thé cruclest test of all, the eonter. Staked 
4 out upon the steppe, bridled and saddled, he 

r Is made to become accustomed to heat, dust, 


and wine, and learns to endure suffering 
Summer ends. Buz kashi begins,on Fridays 
and holidays and special occasions such ps a 
Wetding or circumelsion 
ihe horse 1s ready. He is pampered, loved, 
and valued, and given arich blanket to cover 
his kidneys against the cold 


Bus kashi \MLavy Symboliee “Bridenapping” 


We ask our Urbek friend Mardan Qul how 
[he fame originated 

“You are aware,” he replies, “that the Tur- 
koman father keeps his daughters in his 
home as long as he can 

“In the old days, therefore, if a young man 
wished a young wife, he was forced to kidnap 
one, Buz kashi may represent such a kidnap- 
ping, with the calf symbolizing the woman.” 

He chuckled 

“Once my father helped a friend kidnap a 
bride. Although he had, of course, never seen 
her, this friend knew that a young woman 
lived in acertain vurt. He asked his friends to 
help him take het 

“The band of youths burst into the WRIEE alte 


Crossroads of yesteryeor, Kholm, on the 
threshold af the Hindi: Kash, once provi 
jioned caravans bound for Russa, Inelia 
Persia, and Tibet Its: hilltop fort offered 
ehelter from invurcling armies. Now o hich 
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draws farmers, such ascthis main leading hiz 
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seized a woman who was veiled. They boost- 
ed her up behind the bridegroom's saddle, 
and he galloped away. 

“After a while he turned and said, “By the 
way, sweetheart, how old are your” 

““Two times thirty and ten,’ she replied.” 


Players Charge Through Spectators 


We are at Kavochenag. The bux kashi is 
starting, We have parked our cor mitlway be- 
tween the circle and the turning pole; a good! 
place from which to see the action, we hope. 

We hear shouts. A score of furiously charg- 
Ing horsemen explode from a faraway golden 
cloud of swirling dust. Thev lash about with 
their whips. The tawny steppe shakes beneath 
pounting hooves. 

Suddenly they are so near that we see the 
diluted nostrils and wild eves of the glorious 
horses. The foaming beasts appear enormous. 

The tightly packed horde parts around us 
Something jostles the car, shattering a rear 
light. Spectators, some afoot, some mounted, 
scatter like chickens. 

A chopendozr—a plaver—talls. He rolls like 
a cat in the dust to avoid being trampled. His 
horse stops: He leaps back into the saddle. 

His face is a mask of dust and blood, but 
his bearing is. proud, haughty, fearless: He 
churwes into the melee of riders now circling 
the man with the calf, clearing a way far him- 
self with his whip. He is magnificent! 

“Who is he?” Tosk Mardan Cul. 

“That is Hakim of Aqeheh, one of the best 
of all chopencoz [pages 634-3]," 

Hakim #eust win. I will him to win! 

Out of the circle a horseman flees with the 
prize. Hakim is after him like a fury. In a 
moment he m galloping alongside his rival. 
Then he leans from the saddle until he is 
holding onte his mount with only a boot heel, 
He seives the calf from his astonished oppa- 
nent and is aff for the turning pole. 

While the game is at a distance, a mounted 


jester named! Pishag—the Cat—clowns into. 


the limed circle, He whips off his huge head- 
dress, throws it to the ground 
“Dam the winner, Dam the winner!” he 
screams, und the spectators roar approval. 
The sellers of brcuits one candy move 


about. They do a brisk business. Evervone 
munches, talks, laughs. 

Jam the only woman here. High above the 
crowd, operating my cameras from the ve- 
hicie’s top, [feel hundreds of eves watching 
my every movement. | am happy when the 
players return, for then all those men watch 
them instead! of me 

For four hours the game comes and goes 
The calf hus been torn to pieces and replaced 
several times. Not only do the horsemen rip 
it, but the horses have been trained to stand 
upon it when it is on the ground, and release 
it only to their riders. 


Hakim Will Not Be Stopped 


Horses stagger with fatigue, Riders change 
to fresh ones. A giant chopendog with a bro- 
ken nose has the calf. He is surrounded by 
reating, plunging horses and almost EOE 
down, but he holds erimly to his prev. 

Like a bolt of lightning, a lead-tippeil whip 
cracks and splits the giant's cheek. Blinded 
with pain, he drops the calf, 

Hukim hae it before it even touches the 
vrouncl. He finds no way out of the muss of 
players except into a crowd of spectators. Nut 
hesitating for a second, he charges directly 
inta the mass. There are screams, but everv- 
one manages to avoid the frantic rider 

This time no one catches Hakim, He rounds 
the pole and returns to the circle of justice 
while the field of pursuers strings out in a long 
line behind him. 

He drops the calf and gives the preat cry 
of victory as he raises his hands to the sky. 

“Flallal! Hallal! 

He receives his prize, an old gold coin from 
Bukhara. The chief of the buz kashi an- 
naunces that the game is over. 

Weary men on weary horses, the chopen- 
doz ride for their quarters: The spectators 
head for home. 

Roland turns to me and quotes from Kip- 
ling’s “Recessional™: 

Che tumnuit and the shouting dies; 

The captains and the bings depart. 


High in the sky alone hawk circles. We are 
alone in the immensity of the steppe. 0 


savoring repose after hours in the saddle, Jura Eshan accepts a cup of tea ina guesthouse 
near Tows Bulag. With his hawk and his hounds, the hunter secks quail, rabbit, fox, anc wolf 
lo barter with nelghbors for his own food and clothing, Pread and independent, be and the 
chopendor count themselves among the last of the Turkomuns to make a living on horseback 


furkomans, Horsemen of the Steppes 


1 


bo4 








———-ANew Riviera: 
exicos West Goast 


By NATHANIEL T. KENNEY 
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many of the world’s most heaytiful citie- 
In the crescent embrace of a cue 


ao i i 
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wing hillside shove blus 


witer, Almiers? Rio de janeiro? Monaco? 
A HA ee Ld i L 4 1h tl all. Dust Licht Hodns 


weet Comat, relfiected in the still water of Manzanillo Bay ont! 
itsecmec as bie nt New Vork. Planned by the 


e¢ Bolivian minimne 
Ieooon Antenor Putino as a private club for‘wealthy cuests. 
Las bade i certain to be one of the half-dozen mist liu 
ns holiday spots anywhere (pages 692-3) 
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decide) is not yet complete, for the leisurely traveler can still 
find bath copraand condominiums, dugouts and discotheques. 
But lavish resort hotels erupting along the west coast, from 
Guaymas to glittering Acapulco, leave little doubt that here is 
the world’s newest Riviera in the making. 

When I arrived at Las Hadas last winter, it was not yet 
offically open, but General Manuger Walter Rupprecht took 
me in anyway, For at least part of my brief stay 1 was, 1 sus- 
pect, the only guest. lt is 4 heady experience to have exclusive 


use of 25 million dollars’ worth of marble-floofed villas and. 


Sultes, swimming pools, golf course. and yacht harbor! 

But more important was the glimpse that Las Hudas gave 
me of Mexico's newest dream: to make its west coast one of 
earth's finest vacationlunds President Luis Echeverria Al- 
Vare?’s government ic committed to the dream, Sefor Patino is 
enly one of the billionaires and millionaires—men not noted 
for throwing their money away—who are spending fortunes 
to make it come true. 

Who am I, then, to harbor doubts, especially after having 
heard the guitars sobbing in the moonlit streets of Puerto Val- 
lurta, and eaten of the lotus on the shores of Acapulco Bay? 


of the Mexican Riviera, only 260 miles from the United 
Stutes border, On the mainland shore of the Gull of Cali- 
Mexicans call it the Sea of Cortés—Guavmas is one of 
a string of west-coast ports built by the Spanish conquistadors 
and the compatriots who followed. 

There was Mazatlan, and Manzanillo, and the most im- 
portant of all, Acapulco. Then there was San Blas, now badly 
silted, and Zihuatanejo, and the old) Puerto Navidad, from 
Which the Spaniards launched their conquest of the Philip- 
pines. For the missionary padres carnying the Cross northward, 
these places were staging posts; to them, as well, mule trains 
came down from the mountains laden with silver. 

Acapulco long carried on a thriving trade with the Orient— 
and still does. Japanese auto parts and electronic equipment 
are landed here. In Spanish colonial days the annual Manila 
gilleon docked at Acapulco, The port's wealth attracted Eng- 
lish corsairs, whe raided shipping lying off what today is the 
popular Los Hornos beach. Some of Mexico's battles for 
freedom from Spain took place at Acapulen. 

But none of the Pacific ports ever grew very large, isolated 
as they were from the heurt of Mexico by the rugged Sierra 
Madre. Even after Mexican independence from Spain in 1321, 
anew nation bedeviled by revolution and bancitry paid little 
attention to the west coast. 

So the region drowsedl, and the ports remained picturesque 
little havens for fishermen until, in the days after World Wat 
H, came the miracle of Acapuleo, a dusty village that soon be- 
came the “in” place for the jet set. 

Naturally, the Smiths and Joneses followed, bringing more 
money. The other sunny little west-coust ports heard the cash 
registers jingling in Acapulco and began building hotels and 
trailer parks. The government built highways, airfields, and 
ulilities. The boom was on, 


VV ¥Y TRAVELS BEGAN at Guaymas, ot the northern ene 
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Formidable guardian of 
the coast, the Sierra Macire 
was breached by Spanish 
conquistadors in the 6th 
century. They slaved to 
foul a string of ports for 
exploring lands beyond 

the horion, Along the 
coast sailed privaterrs in 


search of booty. Northwiest- 


wiitd marcherl the padres tio 
establish mixsions m what 
is now California. Many of 
tetlav's inverters, in search 
of relaxathon, orrive bo 

the roar of jetliners. 
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[ Fovumet La llAVMnAS, hwweyer, nol exec list ely interested in 
tounsm. The port's shrimp-fshing fleets ore 4till mere im- 
HOrlnt thin howrst gold 

We look more toanedustry,” a prominent local businessman 
told tie, “We want manufacturers, from no matter what 
pouniries, 10 build assembly plants here, We offer favorable 
tax situations, labor wat reasonable cost, and we do have a aod 
deepwater port.” 

Romulo Gonzalez, who heads the local tourist office. also 
looks to inwestors to build hotels and other towrist-onented 
services. “When our new international wrport begins service, 
We EA pect an Onerese In bouwrism far bevond our present ca- 
pacity. Tourist facilities are our number-one need. Hevou want 
to see What we're dome right now to ottract visitors, | sirpest 
you run out to San Carlos Bay’ 


4ETEEN SINUTES NORTHWEST of Guaymas by roac, 
M the San Carlos tesort complex. like Las Haras, came inte 

being os the result of one man’s dream. [ts bulldler is Rafael 
Cobwilera, one of oa nervous new breed that makes vou wonder 
Whatever happened) te tle stereotype Mexican dozing in the 
Sin beneath his Liga anmorero 

A dozen years ago Rafael Caballero acquired three ranches 
on sain Carlos Bav. Here the country is desert, but the bay, with 
tt= lofty headlinds andl its secluded roves, muiches that of 
Acapuico for bemuts 

“T putoup @ tent onl started selling building bots.” Sefer 
Laballera reminisced “lt was Jonely there 

“Saothing broke the silence except the thunder of the surf 
Nothing mover but the occasions) sailfish leaping from the sea 
antl the shorebirds patterning olonw the sarc. Finally I cold 9 
few Jots, und with the proceeds T started building.” 

Today a resort community stands on the shore of San Carlos 
Rav: four hotels, a yacht club, restaurants, o golf course. tennis 
courts, trailer puurks, aod a maring, There are also |) houses 
on the hills, another 74 under construction, and more on the 
drawing board. Eanil Malanga, an usseciate of Setior Caba- 
ero, clrovwe me around the complex 

“Almost all the houses belong to people from the United 
States and Canada” he said. “A lot of them are from the Weel 
and Southwest. No jet setters. Many ant relired and live here 
the vear around.” 

Though foreigners are forbidden to bus lari within 31 miles 
of the Mexican coast, a new law permits development through 
trust arrangements with the National Bank of Mexico or other 
authored Mexican banks 


Brow sombrero and smile to mateh accompany ou 
strolling Gulla in Pert Vallarta. The filming nearby in 
M64 of ite Veet af the Jena pave the town a reputation 
a fomantie rentlersvous, Movie stars Richurd Hurtan anid 
Rizabeth Davier established a vacation home bere. Dresnite 
the ensuite ideal waver ol tourieds, (Po V." retains ite Lanenie 
ombience. Minat shops still close for sleste from | to 4 [att 
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“This started building booms all alone the west coast,” Mal 
Molunze told me. Much of the new construction, I was-to cis- 
cover, Was in tondomimums: You get an apartment or villa, 
use it for vour own helichay, then rent it to others, using the 
proceeds to help pury for it 

At lunchtime Mal drove into a long driveway Hned with 
oleander, hibiscus, and bougainvillea anc parked before an 
owesome lincury hotel 

“The first hotel bere, the Posads cde San Carlos,” said Mal 
lL have lunch” 

“But | don't have a jacket," 1 protested, “They won't let me 
ina place like this.” 

“More likely they wouldn't let vou in with a jacket,” Mal 
said, and [owas to find the good life was lived thus informally 
all the length of the Mexican Riviera. You might pay S100 a 
day for a hotel suite, but you dine in a sport shirt 
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soldiers by the Mexican Arms. 
back to Guaymas ant) Bacochibampo Bay for din 


Vuquis are highly regareecd 2 
L drove 
ner with Tent and Dinah Jamison, who run a fleet of sport- 
fishing boots. We Wattherd 4 PhoCrSs10n of ouibnari-powered 
fishing “canoes”—uctually flat-bottomed fiber-giass bonls- 
coming tn from the bay. Every boat was piled high with huge 
rec sAappe4rs 
There are snapper banks out there that must have almost 
limitless numbers of fish on them,” said Tom. “Bul were find 
snillsh junecl three 


the coast, Japanese long-liners are laking 


ime the biet billfish 


ci 


Soe Chess fil Maren =i FLT 
cer these dave 
thiwlsmTis every Yen! 

LIciv iw 
i rormial If 


in ihe mornine Lset out for Mazatlan Poin. @ rarits 


here tn Tamuary aided! tour hours to hour drive 


The road! wos cood but crowded with huge trucks ond Lhiurn- 
deine buses. along with hordes of the mobile homes, campers, 
nm which Prowlne numbers of retirerl Ameri sts 


Highway crews labored iw the 


and -tranert 


now loliow the sean rain to 
rep lins EF Gnhigu wed bridges washed oul hy Hoods. 

Ahead af me an old pac kup truck lurched to the sade of the 
regu! Mexican nuns climbed out, took one look at the 
rear wheels. ond gave me the universal hitehhiker’s signal 


“Two flat tires at the same time,” 


we 


saitl one of the sisters. “1 


| Py ida ib :; ae 
wonder what sin we conmmitted to leserve this, And on & ran 
uy, too,” 


the 
uk 


I dropped them at the next Pemex, a service Maton ot 
The rive 
WILh their pruvers Tor a Sate journes 
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Never have [ seen such wildfowl os | saw in this watery 
country, so very like the Camargue of southerm France* Mixed 
with the game birds are great flocks of brown and white peli- 
cans, rosevte spoonbills, cormorants, and coots. The tall salt- 
water grass teems with herons, cranes, ond shorebirds of 
every kind. 

Sharing the marshy landscape with the birds, the fishermen 
of two village cooperatives trap ant) net the delicious cama- 
roves that thrive on the lagoon’s abundant plankton. "These 
fine shrimp command a high price in the market. 

The birt. The fishermen casting their nets from log canoes. 
Mullet Jeaping from the sparkling water. The occasional sur- 
viving crocodile slipping off his sandbar into the lagoon. It was 
a scene centuries old. 


the south, vou will find other oases of charm—places like 
 Teacapan and San Blas: 

You reach Teacapan over a road running through meut 
fields where corn grows, and mille Lyre-horned cattle share 
the lone grass on the verges with the ubiquitous burro 

Teacapan is small. Bob Stevens runs a trailer camp there, 
one of dozens of such enterprises that have sprung up all along 
Mexico's weet comet to cater to retired Americans: For some 


(}:: THE MAIN ROAD between Mazatlan and Tepic to 


Ceuseless sarl smooth 


reason Bob's place is a haven for iguanas—toot-long black houlders wong & rupged 
anes and spectacular three-foot green ones with spikes on stretch of coast near 
their heads and backs. Puerto Vallarta. Isolated 

Tt was iguana mating time, and the green monsters were beaches blessed with 
down from the polm trees, prowling about the camp. To beautiful mountain scenery 
mitract the females, the males bobbed their heads, making the Ane superb yenr-round 
dewlaps under their chins dance in what must be, to a lady weather bring plancloals 


of touriia to a town that 
wie barely accessible 
onty bwo decades azo. 


iguana, an entrancing display 

“A game warden came here one day ane told tme it was 
aginst the law to keep iguanas,” said Bob. “Ttold him Ok, I 
never close my gate, they can leave any time they want 
Haven't heard from him since.” 

On the way to San Blas | followed good but twisting roads 
through jungled mountains that stand very near the Pacific. 
Where 1 turned off the main highway leading on south to Teptc 
and Guadwlajara, there is a restaurant. Behind it are cages 
filled with gorgeous parrots and small animals. 

| stepped to chat with the proprietor, professional hunter 
Heriberto Parra, who in his lifetime has taken at least fifty 
jaguars from the mountains of Nayarit. 

“But Dehoot no more lieres now,” he said, “and I guide.only 
hunters with caméras. The beautiful jaguar has become too 
scarce for aman of honor to kil” 

I listener) for an hour to Heriberto's tales of encounters with 
jaguars, ocelots, and the lovely litth! marcays—shghth larger 
than house cats—that look like mimature leopards Then | 
took my leave and resumed my drive to San Blas: 

Two miles away | rounded a sharp curve and ran over a hoa 
constrictor. | stopped, pitving, for the boa, though big, is a 
harmless and beautiful smake. 


See “Frances Wild, Watery South,” by Wiliam Davenport, Pa AT OK AL 
CEenckariic, Mae 1rd, 


636 National Geographic, Nevembor (975 
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When the road meets 

the river, o father puts his 
trust im es Gurre—a ome- 
proven convevance of the 
Mexican couttrysice. At 

a -crossing in Talisen 

this traveler criclles hie 
seeping child iopposite) 
and lets the surelooted 
teenet Hel the wan. 





Ino jovful lather, s 
youngster bathes tn the 
Pemthin River neat 
fihuatanebo Lids his aye 
hegin training for | S-feot 
dives from the cliffs above 
Jcapuleo Hay—a world 
renowned femal that 
continues to awe tomrists 


fo 


Outside Puerto Vallarta a tagged Mexican riding a burra 
pointed out a new, expensive villa and told me he once lived 
or the site 

“Our ttl wooden house stood there os long as | can re 
momber,” he said. “But when they told us we could Jease our 
land-and do as we wished with it, I-sold my share, naturally 
Unfortunately I bought a moiercyele with the money, and now 
it & wrecked.” 

l drove on, past a new airport and o ball park filled with 
travel trailers. Then | bounced mio Puerto Vallarta. 

Bounced. T use the word advisecily, 

"We will never pave our streets, which you can see are com- 
posed of equal parts of deep holes and stones,” said pert Bertha 
Polony of the tourist office. “In summer the stones keep the 
streets cooler than asphalt or concrete 

“Alco,” she added with a twinkle, “the storekeepers are 
happy that traffic must move siowly, for then the visitors can 
see the beautiful things in the show windows.” 

Puerto Vallarta was founded in 1851, hut ten years ago nn 
many peoplt had ever beard of the little village on the shores 
of beautiful Banderas Bay. There was no paved road to Puerto 
Vallarta then. You came in by yacht, if you had one, or by air, 
or by local bus if you were tough enough 

In 1944 Richard Burton and Ava tGeardner made the movie 
The Night of the Igvana at nearby Mismalova. Then, like 
Acapulco a couple of decades earlicr, Puerto Vallurta becume 
an in place for fashionable people 

Now bie hotels line the beaches at either end of town, and 
the hay front at nient sparkles with acon lbeht. Villas and con- 
dominiums line the hillsides overlooking the sea. Fach time o 
new one gues up, five or six more thatched huts vanish from 
the slopes, along with their burres and chickens and goats and 
fat brown children 

Above the town. behind the bre gaudy church, is Gringo 
Guich, named, of course, because it is a predominantly U.S. 
quarter. A tourist bus goes there with difficulty, for the streets 
are narrow and sleep 

Cine reason the bus goes to Gringo Gulch isthat the Burtons 
had a house there, or rather two houses, one on each side ot 
the street, connected bs an overbead bridge. The Burtons, | 
was told, were rarely seen, 





UERTO VALLARTA welcomed me with an earthquake. | 
happened to be sitting beside a swimming pool ot the time. 
The pool tilted, and uo wave sloshed into my lap 

The town sustained litthe more damage than I did, although 
the tremor—at its epicenter 20) miles away—registered 7.5 on 
the Richter scale. | would prefer one of these to an bour in a 
Puerto Vallarta night spot, where a mariachi with amplified 
electric wuitars nightly disturbs the peace. 

One sultry evening I fled such o plice and drove porth 
throuch a tiny village. Quite suddeniy | emerged upon a 
stretch of beach alive, in the silvery moonlight, with hordes 
of crabs scurrying about in search of cinner 

There were the pale ghost crabs on their long legs, and the 
fiddlers with one big and one small claw, andl the hermits in 


Narional Geographic, November 1972 
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Vanished a8 if hv ree 

| waded out to the breakers. Gray shapes raced in from the 
aa Lo inspect me, silencer shapes of porpoises exploding trom 
the waves with “whoofs” of expelled breath, falling buck int 
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a hotel bar one reaches by swimming across the pool and 
perchine on an underwater. stool 

Asevery visitor must, | went to La Quebrada cliffs one night 
and Watchecl the famed Acapuice divers Lee inte the cark 
cea With flaming torches 
SE SUNDAY DT tried water-skiing with friends on Aca- 


pulco Bay but fell off immediately. Prucdenthy: | declined 





an Invitation to ride a parasai—a parachute towed 150 
leet pbove the bav by a spect brcnal 
Lod, indulging in one of the A: ApuieD tourists favorit 
sparts—movie-star huntiig—] stopped at Les Britas, 2 re 
sort hotel considered by some necole to be the world's best 
Frank ML Brandstetter, the managing director, welcomed me 
He wouldnt tell me whether hie lial celebrities in reside n F 
‘Rut Ho vou've pot ten minutes, TY name vou all the well- 
knowns who've been here im the nat.” he sacl “One reasc 
nost of them come back 
their privacy.” 


because they know we'll @uard 


Las Brisus looks ke anything but a hotel, [t has ne lobby 
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Trophies for tounsts: 
With a ehutted artic tho 
on her head, bewels 
dani trem, fer sr, 
anc) a raeccoot at. ler 
waist, o young hawker 
displays her wares 
anan Acapulen beach 





Acolyte in folk art paints a 
pot im the Acupules market. 
The vitality of Mexican 
hancdicralls—ocromics, 
weaving, metalwork, ured 
woddwork—tesiifies to the 
artistic drive of the people 
anid to the bmpetis of tourtal 
demand. That demiind 
reflects, in large part, the 
fuscination of the United 
Stiles with the culture of 
tt squihhern neuhlror 


OO 


and no tall buildings, but is o collection of pink-and-white 
casitas—"“litthe houses”"—clinging to a steep hillside on the 
eastern side of the bav 

There are 250 cositas. There tire 200 swimming pools, which 
means thut the people in some of the casitas have to share their 
pools with neighbors. At taany of the casitas I saw Las Brisas 
pink-and-white jeeps: the hill is almost too steep for comfort- 
able walking 

In one of those jeeps, a member of the hotel staff, Victor 
Huge Jauregul, took me on a tour. We entered a unique casita 
being readied for its next oocupunts. Its private swimming pool 
wus built half in and half out of the living room. You could 
swim under the picture window into a patio ablaze with 
tropical flowers. | 

“This was the room both Brigitte Bardot and Raquel Welch 
used when they were here,” Victor said. “It’s fun imagining 
them splashing wround in that pool.” 

We drove to the head of a steep sturcase where a sign said 
“Complaint Department.” DP looked down. The steps enced at a 
cage occupied by two full-grown African lions. 

“Tf u dissatisfied guest doesn't laugh, we know he's either 
got a serious complaint or no sense of hwmor,” said Vietor 


PFLERCER THAN LIONS, so I was told in Acapulce, are the 
= people who live in the 145 miles of rugsed country hetween 
Acapulco and Zihuatanejo to the north, These aggressively 
independent citizens have clashed with authorities in the past, 
but this is not unusual in the State of Gmerrero, o traditional 
hotbed of political ¢dissidlénce. 

I mode the trip without incident and suspect Acapulcan 
jealousy for the wurning given me. Athuatanejo, now just a 
small town tn a lovely seaside setting, will be developed into 
A major resort that could well siphon off some of Acapulco’s 
choice business. 

The vovernment will put nearly halfa milhon dollars ito 
the project, private investors much more. The plan envisages 
a@ permanent population of 60,000 in the Athvatancyo area, 
along with hotels and condominiums and ull the rest. 

Meanwhile; however, the glorious beaches of nearby Point 
Ixtapa are empty, and in the last dave of my Mexican sojourn. 
T sought <urcease there from bright lights and mariachi bands 
with too many trumpets. Under a bot midday sun I sat on the 
beach with a friend, We witcher! rollers that had not taster 
sand since they left Hawaii burst inte cream at our fect, and 
Helicans fv in line above the surf, and frigate birds circle in 
the high «ky 

My friend quoted from the Mexican poet Octavio Paz: 


En el silencia transporente ef dia reposapna. 
In this transparent silence the day was resting 


Then <uddenly the silence was broken, and the day awoke: 
Unseen behind the dunes, trucks and bulldozers roared to fife 
and resumed their work ona road that will open vet another 
paradise to the world. 

Ason ao much of Mexico's weet coast, the cesta had ended 
al Point [xtapa. ‘a 


Natrona! Gregan, ANopember 12a 
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HE DRUMMING of the engine fel) to 

a mutter a2 the boat entered the narrow 

channel, Porsed delicately on one leg, a 
white egret feeding on the bar stared al me 
with a bright vellow eve, as if | were a stran 
cer. From the marsh rushes waving in the 
breeze o mallard leaped into the sky 

As we neared the lancing, a man standing 
al the dour af & fisherman’ shanty shouted! 
the triditional greeting 

Whur vou been?’ 

The wharves were lined with people, call 
Ing and waving. Suddenly | found it bard to 
see. and [could not swallow verv well 

This wis the moment that had. sustained 
me through three long vears, during which I 
had seen many islands rise from the blue 
cwells of the Pacific: high green ones dense 
with jungle; low coral atolls feathered with 
palms. But this small flat land nearly flush 
with the choppy gray waters of Chesapeake 
Bay was different. It was home 


Dreams for the Future Come Troe 


It was the first day of June 1945, and T had 
come home from the wars. Unlike many of 
my fellow soldiers, however, [| intenced to 
ctav. While overseas, [ hod heard of the Gl 
training bill that would enable me io continue 
ny education, and | tac creamed of going 
home to teach school. [ was in love with a 
airl who was already teaching on the island, 
and that helped my determination, 

Since that June dav I have more than ful- 
ec my wartime dream, |marriedthescnool 
teacher, went to the University of Virginia 
and took two deerees, and today | am prin- 
cipal of the island school 

Many happy yeurs have slipped traneuills 
ast my island sinte | returned, bul mv mem- 
ories of that day are still green As [ walked 
down narrow King street 28 years ago, every- 
thing Jooked the same. The white frame 
houses stood behind picket fences bright with 
flowers. Children darted through the throng 


Swinging trom a spar, an cbulhent 
wouth skylarks on the teeing of o 
decaying trawler beached at Tongier 
[sland—t!*, aquare miles of brine: 

jookerd! tradition in Chesaproke Bay. 
Clapboard homes of hay-taring wilermen 


huddle behind the low-hine shore 








Island, Tangier 
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ct fmenels we hua come to weltoame me May 


one hasever been killed on this peaceful street 
Ona wharf two weather-beaten watermen 
Were 


of them sawn 


mending their nets, Durning to me, one 

“Been away, ain't you, son? Aiissed you cut 
on the crabbin’ grounds. How were them that 
in the firrrin lance? Their 


natives in apa tec 


oretticr than ourn?” 

| assured him thal our island was by fa 
the prettiest, and | spoke fromthe beart. Then 
their talk, in the familiar accents of home, 
tured 1a more important matters 

“Whur do you think to #0 
George?” one asked the other 

‘Don't-nghtly know: [t speaks of rain and 
suri. | 


Tomorrow, 


A Or POALer, Ll won'l cross the 
it's fut 


concern. Wind und water were 


might trey the flats, 4 
1 felt thei 
vw «tuff of life for these oled-timers 


f 
4 





forefathers and mine had looked over these 
ieownaters and asked the sume 
The weather is not dn idle topic 





Enme | esa pea 
Qucsiions 
to men who wrest their living trom the seo 

My Virginia island, 


Chesapeake Hay, a aren 


Tander, lies om the 
broad expanse of 
arm of the sea thot thrusts nearly two bun 
les deep into the fertile lowlancls of 
Marviand and Virginia. Tangier is i 


miles lang by | 


only 3 
while, and is 12 miles from 


Cie rhetare st mith are Ort (tin, Puree 7 Ub) 


Fragrant rolls, light a 
nearing mist, come pip 
ing boat from the oven oj 
Tangiers “(ite 


Plurk 


Annie 
Most.al Tanger’s 


2S folk trace their an 
cestry to o hamlful al 
Cornish  ftarnilis when 


than 
Diehtle 


ett ted Here Tree 


TH) ore bi 


bound by blood and iso 
lation. their oescendiant. 
shill “peak rE} inlet 
reminiscent of carlier 


HENCUTLES 


Phat douwghty Elizabethan, Capt. John 
Smith, had first sighted my tland in 1605 
With 14 companions, Smith leit the fledgling 
Jamestown settlement in an open boal to 


explort th L hesarecare, Lar cTiing 
every inlet gnd bav fit for harbours and hab 
tations Thev soon hid o taste of what 
ihe cece py vely placid ( hesapewke can do 

‘Seeing many Tes in the midst of the bay 
we bere vp for them; but ere wee could at 
taine them, 4uch an exitcame cust of wind, 
raine, thunder, and lightning happened, that 
with ereat daunger, we eacaperd the vnmer- 
etfull roving of that ocean-lke water.” 

The next day, Captain Smith named those 
“inhabitable Iles” Russels iter th 
survcon of the party 

John Smith probably referred to the whole 
line of islands. beginning with Tangicr, thal 
extends up throuch Smith and Bloodsworth 
islands to the mainland of the Rastern Shore 


Remveen Lanmer and Smith Islands, divided 
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mnan-macde line 
Marviand. The 
waters af the bay continually erode the Land, 


by shallow water, runs the 


separating Virgin nil 


and within living memory some small istands 
have disappeared! 

Tradition save that John Smith named our 
ialancd Tangier, but the frst-known mention 
of that name does pot occur until 1713 

In Smith's time, the islamd was a fishing 


Weal veal i rit a red fe Wilt .| repegy i ie j 


andl hunting: ground for Indians from the 
Eastern Shore, but they had never established 
Villages there, 

In. 1670 one Ambrose White received a pat- 
ent to the island, but local legene has it that 
there was: no permanent settlement until 


John Crockett, a Cornishman, moved there 


in 1686 with his sons and their families. 

Surnames of the early settlers have per- 
sisted, and Pruitis, Parkses, Dises, and: Dizes 
mike up the bulk of our present-day popula- 
bon of S50 souls. A third of all the families 
still bear the name Crockett. 


Sea's Bounty Ebbs and Flows 


An off-islander listening to my oll-timers’ 
conversation the day of ‘mv homecoming 
would have been puczled. 

“Last three or four licks, Pdidn’t ketch nary 
pailer,” Captain Tom had said. 

The veteran watermun was speaking of 
crabs, specifically the blue crab, Callinectes 
taptdus. Scientists have well named the blue 
crab. the “savory, beautiful swimmer.” He is 
among the fastest swimming of crabs; and 
ont of the world’s most succulent, 

What Captain ‘Tom called a “paler” was a 
pocler, a crab about to shed its hard excskele- 
ton to become o soft-shell, amone the most 
delicate of seafood morsels. 

Chesapeake Hoy crabs, oysters, and fish 
have for generations been the lifeblood of 
Tangiermen, In recent vears a parasite has 
severely depleted the oysters in Tangier 
Sound, although lately they appear to be 
increasing, But the blue crab continues to 
swarm and thin out in an irrecular cycle, 

Tangiermen catch crabs in several wats. 
A summer method we call scraping. Two 
scrapes—nel buys held open by a frame of 
steel rods—are dragged over the bottom. 
plucking crabs from the eelgrass, 

In winter Virginia watermen may cdo some- 
thing that our bay brethren in Maryland (our 
people pronounce it Murr'l'nd) are forbidden 
to do: dredge up dormant crabs buried in 
the deepwater mud, 

It takes a good-size vessel to pull the 
dredges, similar to crab scrapes but bigger 
and heavier. Capt. Marshall Pruitt skippers 
his Ware, an open-foredecked vessel 68 feet 
In length, In March of this veur, Captain Mar- 
Shall and his crew were dredging in 40 feet 
af water on “Coral Bed," a bottom of soft 
mud and sen growth to the west of the main 
ship channel running down Chesapeake Bay, 


Tai ds My island, Tangier 


From the high wheelhouse Captain Mar- 
shall eyed the vibrating chains straining to’ 
port and starbowrd as the boat dragged the 
steel-toothed dredges along the seabed. 

He moved a Jever, and the winch began to 
wind in the port dredge. When the frame 
struck a roller setinto the hulwarks, twoimen 
seived the bag and spilied amassofsen growth, 
mud, and dormant crabs onto the deck. 

“We're gittin’ half a bushel ‘to a dreedwe, 
that’s a good lick,” a crewman told me, toss- 
ing the crabs into a round bushel basket. 

There were few “jimmies,” or legal-size 
males, distinguished by their bright-blue 
claws and larger size. Mature females, called 
“sooks,” outnumbered them eight to one. 
Most of the females had migrated here from 
the upper reaches of the bay to spawn in the 
saltier witer. 

“Timmy cribs brings twice as much as 
ecoks [rhytnes with looks] because they got 
higwer tomps of backiin meat near their swim- 
min’ paddies. Folks pay twice as much for 
buckfin meat os for claws. 

“Law allows us 75 bushels a day, but we 
hardly ewer makes it this late in the season. 
Half abushel adredge comes to 35, 40 bushels 
a cay, Hourdly ever hit that, either, this time 
of year.” 

He pointed to the motionless ¢rabs. 

“They ain't a-crawlin’ yer 

“Rum sooks, their bitersis bright red; these'll 
be runnin’ soon. When the grass is greenin’ 
up, they starts crowlin', and really starts 
wanderin’ when lilacs and snowballs bloom." 

Since crab records were fitst kept before 
the turn of the century, the crab crop has 
fluctuated widely, following no apparent pat- 
tern. Over the years the total catch in this 
region has increased, rising from 3.4 million 
pounds in [880 to a hith of 97 million in 
1966. The estimated 1973 catch is only 30 
million pounds. ‘This year’s scarcity sent crab 
prices rocketing at the marketplace, but not 
enough, Tangiermen agree, to offset the small- 
er profits produced by a low-vield seacon, 


Crab’s Life Fraught With Peril 


A female crab carries from one to two mil- 
lion estus. OF these, only two or three will sur- 
vive. Watermen are no scientists, but they 
have sharp eves and godd sense. They say: 

“Sooks'll spawn a million little crabs: if 
they all lived, the world’d be et wp by crabs." 

Toward -sunset Morte swung aboard her 
last dredges, und the crew hosed down the 
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hecks, We hurl taken 24 bushels af cribs 
Then a header by eu le lo Duurierie [ a tae 


low on thw horzon WT Sime i so. low that 





Irom the fay the houses seem to stand on 


Water \ioast Lit UE lwe iin tha three + rceecs, 
nowhere more than five feet shove sea level 


on ihe enstern edee, middle. and western 





edve of the island, separated bw marshland 

Visitors wonder at the raised eraves and 
neSstones in gur iront yvords. What thi 
Visitors do not know is that WnChwmMes an 
ibnormally tigh tide sweeps right across 
Tanwier. The houses stand on th: hivhest lana 
‘itl the ishanel: here loo, We Ena (UF cle cid 

WLOnyY Lropical storms have wreaked havo 
on Tangier, but our standard af comparison 
he Stil) one we ¢all aimply the August Storm 
That was back in 1933, and old-timers still 
talk about tt. Breaking seas inundated every- 


thing but the upper storica of our house 





Boats were lost, crab shanties destroved, ond 
our household Furnishings ruined. The smal 
ry thoweht i great fun—they hae om’ to 
mp out of windows to zo awinmine—tlu 


iL Wis heavy lili tis CHIE ett lie | OMT 
Siigar Tom, the Tattletale Teaches 


i remember the Agcust Storm for anothe: 


Pe wie wes The youl | enrolled im our 


I 
new high «chook lt was then that | deter- 
minez | woul teach there one cla 

Viv clream of becoming a teacher was realls 
ihe contnuabon of an island troditiom Aftes 
tie Caovil War, when Virginia first bean to 
taint teaching certitcates, one of the eurliest 
Woes Issued lo © predece4or of mine, one 
Thomas Crockett. tn EST3 

‘Sugar Tom,” as evervone called him, was 
Sue Lauer After he retirerl, he w rote wv beak 
about Tangier, Parts of the book titillated and 
shocked the islanders, becwuse Suvar Tum 
ancleteted many skeletone anil retailed ract 
Paap sometimes whispered but never be- 
LTOre sSeh in primi In inter Veurs hr descend 
ants PArnered and destroved every conv af 
the bow tite ceruld firvel 

[ with [ had known Sugar Tom, because 
Although it is many vears <ince Tread hic 
book, | can still remember some of his vivid 
turns of phrase. Me described himself je 
master of craboloey and bustensm. the las 
relerring to a crak just abtiut to malt, And 
speaking of his girl, he said. as T recul] 

"When my Liy kisses me, 1 feel 1 could tet 
loose, two barrels of feathers in a pale of wind 


and cateh every one of them 





Crabmian's asthe. a clagiaared bower eles ti) 


NH asutmer dawn beneath the sind 
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a j x — “| 
Pee derricihes weary cralmes thunk- 
f 1| reek pice i | | ; i Li | 
1 Le Fee Lere LTE | Cheah Cf Where io 
. 
iinwing the wate [wa LETS AP NSA be Wet 
fm j Piet ‘= . ma ti Ef it | . 
PETA Lb LTE -itaet ceri Be Bo fil 


oye thie] {I nal creel Lala 


Dinner fights back: A Tanvier lad feels a 
tims Wrath topposite) while out on the 
hollews orogzging for crate. Some of his 
ratcn sold for pocket money: his mother 
Trainaierns Lie titmmnider inte aoicy crak 


ke thie Erie OF Pelaypiel bie hens 


Shaped like a fishhook—and not much 


bigaer— Tangier ets in mid-bay, 10 mile 


Pirie) tie terre rier wn AL lated 
Eastern Shore, and 14 mules from Virgin 
ig main late On ie Aes T biesueh i] art 
of. Virwinmi Taooeler hos tts closest links 


with Crsteld, Marviand, 


| ui ly inkwibnal oon, nel 


whenee the 
where ried 
lanier cralis liré sent 

Since Cant. Joly Smith discov real thy 
lonl in LOR, Tangier has boat 
chunks of land to wave erosion, Aluch ol 
the beach from which the British feet 
set call te bombard Baluimore in the War 
if 18 ae been withed away, (dm cx 
read. ALT IC ATeAIVen Warelingn Lats 
the entite lam), ony ive tenis! iP aapare el 
evel at tte Initiest point 

Early settlers ran cattle here, but to 
chav, well Led. ae ee eee 


pret hist 


| ba ha 
nob Teed Oo vest Pe 
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Over the years | have watched our schoal 
develop tote o fully accredited institution that 
offers instruction from kindergarten through 
high school Quite » number of our bovs and 
witls have left the island to serve humanity in 
many helds, but some have returned to their 
school as teachers, Can there he a renter Te- 
watd dn earth than having a part in shaping 
peoples lives? 


Traditionally, a boy on ‘Tangier grows up 


with the sea; a girl grows wp with the home 
At 3 or 4a Tangier boy is already amphibious, 
swimming from the docks and progging— 
looking for crabs—in the telerass of the 
muddy shallows: At 16 he has the experience 
to become a watlermon 

Maat of our bovs “follow the water,” like 
Uiwir fathers and grandfathers before them 
That is why, although times are changing on 
Tangier; a everywhere hich-schow! 
eraduating classes are stil] small. 

As I write, the graduating class numbers 
ten, OF these, half will leave the ishind. On 
the lust day of classes | asked them why they 


rise, 


hid elected to stay or leave. Said one youth: 

“I'm. signing up with the Alarines two 
weeks from today. I feel lowe my country 
a military obligation. Mv father and others 
before him served: now it's my time” 

On my tsilancl, paitnotsm hus: hat vet be- 
Cone passe 

ne girl said she was gorng to a fashion- 
desien 2zchool in New Vork Cite. But note 

“T figure that someday I could open me 4 
lrttle shop here of the island." 


“Tve Been Growed Up With It” 


Another boy was shaving 

“This is a good place to live, and T like tea 
Work on the water, WIy futher’s been taking 
me with him since l was 10. I've been crowed 
up with it On the land it seems like you're 
aL Ways ores sotnehody, bet on the water 
VOU do a8 you please.” 

The possibilities of life “ushore,” when set 
ngninst the certainties at hand, have little 
attraction for most Tanger bows:-Nothineg is 
notre appealing to a man than to be his own 
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boss, End on our ishind thal mine. OU to be on the wate 


i t 5 L- = snmet| it- Wow con t 
jure a oat and Sea ) the water for deli- CTT Lipahiyt unis, cf Cre here Hi 
cacies sought by people astiore [he water | cLarm, and thes just ju 
onen to all. Sometime tl Se Te WHras are erenal Wie: aa wer Wwometi r Ls -- P00 
other times scanty, bul always this active ilk cope, manly concéermmed with house, chu 
hrings excitement, and usually the search dren, and church: Hut I think we're mot 
brings satisiaction wighhorlhy than maininnders: Why, I've @# 
sce SU) perent af our Men af re tli eLakiv ; Baltimore thet don't even kno 
Voter, our weemen must live with that ta their hn cle wighbors! Here were one big 
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of Tangier life. Few of them mind it. A witer- lnmily. If something real }ovous fnppens in 


mans wife weal] bel] wea ur ble, eVveryol natoy tor you 
| . od I | al i i > ry cis bea # 
We orow | with the idea tho l rf 1 Tanen nother as great responesibilit 
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School-bouwnd lasses stroll with books ane 


lonech tee Chow of Rerrow lane, One ol Mar 
rites ranching of Kang Street, the central 
Lherowue ni mre Even it Wie hardly wither iban 
thir wotil enlarged to occomemodale moti 


Vehicles in the |950'5 


Clustered on the high ground, most of 
(he istanel’s homes line King Street (oppo 
site), A few dowen vards to etther side, thi 
land becomes too mareiivy bo support a howe 
Chie sik feet, gid vow hit. <alt. water, cerp 
wells-on dewn & thousand feet of more to 


tan fresh waber from beneath the flor of 


Chesapeake Hat 


the roen eather. At the Double Six they meet 
Lo play clominees, bul during the games every 
one concentrates and there is little speech 

One of the best Places to hear island talk 
i ut Lawson's Clinshop, a miniature barber 
shop halfway down King Street toward the 
southern end of the island. Here, on benches 
near the ol] stove, the old-timers (hal 

‘Flow's fishin’? 

‘Tho Vou mean hehin forfun or bshin tora 
vin’? [t's good one wav and hare t'other.” 

Capt. Willie Crockett has been “on the wa 
ter for more than fifty yeurs He 15 65 Ytars 
ald but gocs: crabbing every day except the 
Sabbath, wind and water pernmthne 

‘li 1 was to quit work now.” says Captain 
Withe, “l know I'd doie When vou're past 
6th vou've gol the same mond. It says, “Wo 
ariel, bath vous bork, tells vou you can't. I 
intend to keep goin’ as. jong as the powers 
abowe Will let te 

“Never can tell what vou'll bring up ino 
erah pot; that's part of the funo’ fishin’. ve 
caneht sea horses in my [wl ancl once [ae 
1 real Jobster. 1 carried him to Crisheld an 
showed him around, then the next day | took 
him und turned him back in the water right 
whur | foun fim. I sal: ‘T dont know 
whether vou're goin’ t' make it, but Pll throw 
vou overboard whur LT took v' cut hrured 
he wits olf course 


freacherous Waters Eur Hespect 


Cant. John Smith would have sympathized 
with the missuiderd lobster, for alter receiving 
4 drubbing from “that ocean-ke water’ oj 
Chesapeake Boy back in 16038, he wrote 

“The wind and witers a0 much increased 
with thunder behtnine ancl maine, that cu 


fore-toaet blew overbord: and such mightt 





Wales overwrought vs in that smal barge 
that with great labour. wee kept her from 
sinking, by [recing cut the water” 
Like Captain John, Captain Willie knows 
whet it is ike to ball for vour life 
“TT tell vou somethin’,” says Captain 
Willie, “this water business & sometimes 
nlessant, sometinvs not so pleasant ne 
tome | was out in an open boat about 20 feet 
lone, and it came on to blow—more than 70 
moles an hour. they told me later. For four 
eolicl hours I bailed for dear life, with a hire 
tin, 1 tell vou T looked death in the face that 
cay, TY it tae hlowed= «a litth fess hard, | 
wouldn't be here talkin’, but it blowed so hard 
(Continued on page fi?) 


Witionl Geographic, November [97s 





Weathered as the wood it tends, the hanel 
of witernman (left) feels for rough spots on 
the just-saneled surface-of an upturned trah 
beat Frequent, applications af filler anil 
reaknt help fiat the weer tnevitable wath 
thing craft weed daily in the waters sur- 
rounding Tanger For feheriolk's lhanls, 


National Geographic, November 1973 
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no S00 Fees Xie Mien «nel ln uring this Foros tf iratilabhe seaeren 

ake take a pounding on the often ast 4 hours or mote—ooch inindie an 
Wild, olwasa « Arico waters mf © hes Loy el Tumi wine) ane HMM 4 pra 
[TEL RCE rey ley chal lovpes mi £oumne Mieka Ee crs argh ‘falunor hm Arcee ei te be 
splatter a dredzng boat in winter, when bo De at brebes with diaater on these fitful 
Tanwiermen lenve the island fot a week ato VHlcrs, a few ul to Tetum to TJ arier’s 


Lime to drag the baw bottom for crus Work hearths to recount then 
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“Our lives are jilerticoed 
hile the branches 
of the grapevine — 
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Religion Sustains the Island's Life : 
Lhomas, proclaumed the Word te thousand: 
When I came bome from three years of HE Camp Mechnes on the beach 
Wu he first iT] ificl rs rer Lhe “Parson of the Islands” was barn with 
Me AEE aS the whit teenie Of the viet! lhe doer py al LF He stteys the first 
dist Chureh ipage 711). Tangiermen are det imp meeting held on Tangis OS, and 
elig@ews Lheir religion Wot a eer Ae iarm ec le ibout 1R]4 
ait " Hea LAE Lal I wat et iy cl ] i Wale to the south end ol li 
through the trial eh COs CH LE land | recalled the joa nest Tamou 
wT ier oy Ll WILE rine! iri i reac hi i i When To tn ar] eit al | ry 
WE SA hea) teaches Kelgion to sug | bi F USL ee! hal te ri j Teeth 1 it 
devout men i ur veryday life, ond of the “hoistin’ ” bridw led because it 
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ana! bows were muclarking under the by chere 

| thought of my own bovhood in this sam 

pice, andl whe reached the beach, [ory 

neve shies gn sock Phi ithe cLWeen 
¥ toes Litter) forty veure from nv it Fe 
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island during (he War of 


i 
Ward the end of summer in 1814 Tange: 
sLancles aw! much OMe wane come amone 
(The tres iS fn oluipes Bal Are tts ale lf 
was evident a major action waé imperndin 


iLLet Tite hier cre | Hires recalled 
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for at lenst an hour as the new <shiell bevins 
time ino 
crabs life, for only then is the creature in 
capabic of downg batth or scurrving awa 
tram pireclilors 


tio harden his iz 9 vulnerable 


Crabbers look for peelers and soft-shells 
from o small skiff they pole over the flats, in 
Water two to five feet deep. Thev shove the 
then drift cownwinel. 
Peering over the side into a “ca'm streak" 
made by pouring fish ol on the water. When 
they spot the crahs hiding in the eelgrass, 
they scoop them up with o dip net 

Lightly dusted in flour. of dipped in batter, 
and fried, the soft-shelled crab eaten whole: 
it 16 the delicacy of the crab world, and 
Some Crabs are 


picked up-saft from the bottom, but mast are 


beat to witehward 


fetches the highest prices 


fucel in floating live-boxes as peelers. to 
wilt molting (pase 720) 

rishermen bring ther catch to the crab 
ehointies that line the shares of our entrance 
Channel Slat-sided boxes float in enclosures 
ao bie 2s an acre, Such a crab citv may have 
bh population of ten thousand 

| watched a packer count the crabs from 
one Doat. As he picked up each one, he glanced 
at the puacddletike barckfin 

“Crab that's eoioe white er 





fe to hit pachdle, 
he’s gol obout o week to ge. Pink rim, he'll 
shed in three dave. When they gets red in the 
padkelle, they'll stuck their shell ina day or so 
See this one?” He held up a crab coming 


Instant fire fighters, voluntuers 
materialize on cine of the cept 
ments MinPensines al the frrw 
ant of weodamke—s ference 
scent to Tangiermen, whose clap 
hore nomed stand tave-to-enVve 


ICU thi re pure Lreei= 


Unease rider, sunbonnerted 
ingee Pruitt hitches o tie i 
the téland’s only erneery store on 
Terry Parkas motorevele; this 
rorm Of transport ts looked on 
askance lew seme alters lout 
tioned by Taner viiuihs« Vino 
lations af the  t&:mitheepan-licriar 
[eed limit rmiay result i am en- 
counter with the town sereeatt 
—and noweek or more of pen 
ante, CieanIng streets of mullitig 


Weeds in publhe Center ies 


part af the seams “That's a buster; he'll 
vome out in about three hours.” 

Out of the soli-shells do not 
harden. Thev are packed alive in s¢a grass, 
reirigerated, and sent to the restaurants ane 
markets of the cities 

Visitors ask the crab packers all kinds of 
A shantvman told @ lady visitor 

"We been ittin’ lots o' douwblers.” 

“What are doublers?” asked the lads 

“Well, this toime o' vear, every jimmy crab, 
hes wot a woe in his arms, and we scoop 
mT up tomet her” 


Witter, ihe 


OHuUestions 


Bay crabs mate in late spring or summer 
after the year-old female has molted for the 
last time, As sheilcing time approaches, 
Lhe females and jimmes seek each other out 
and swim about, clasped together, wotil the 
lemmale sheds ancl mating occurs. The female 
spowhs the next spring or summer alter 
spending a clormant winter, then asually dies 
within a year, The male lives a= lone but 
Contnves to mate and molt until his death 


Tangiermen Specialize in Crab Cuisine 


Crabs are prized os food throughout the 
world, but nowhere else, 1 think, do they taste 
i food dis they «oon my istand 

Stew! jimmy crabs are a Tangier spe 
cially. You tuke about 15 hard-shelled crabs 


durk- 


(crabmen prefer “big, rusty fimmies” 


red ones that have shed sone time ago), Peel 
on the tack shell and remove the feather 











gills, the dead men, we call them. Place the 
crabs in a pot with 12 ounces of water, season 
to taste with salt and pepper, and steam for 
15 minutes. Fry out half a pound of pork fat- 
back. Drain the crabs and pour the hot grease 
over them. | promise you a taste treat. 

At the Chesapeake House, our island's anly 
boardinghouse, Mrs. Hilda Crockett sets a 
famous table. Here the guests, not the table, 
croan as they tuck into crab cakes, clam frit- 
ters, ham, chicken, fricd ovsters, coleslaw, 
peas, potatees, corn pudding, apple sauce, 
home-baked bread, and pound cake. 


lee Can Isolate the Litthe Liland 


Although Tangier is less than 15 miles 
from our nearest supply base on the main- 
land, in the past there were limes when we 
were as isolated as if we had been in the mid- 
dle of the Atlantic I remember vividly the 
big freeze of 1936. Most of Chesapeake Bay 
except the lower ship channel was clogged 
with ice as much aa a foot and a half thick. 
We were cut off from wuter traffic from late 
January to the end of February. 

The Army Air Corps came to the rescue. J 
can still see the bombers making target rons 
over the school playground. We watched in 
fascination as the bomb-bay doors swung 
open and sacks of Red Cross food came tum- 
bling down, We had never dreamed we would 
enjoy being bombarded with beans 

A few light planes landed on the play- 
‘ground then, but today we have a surfaced 
airstrip that can handle private and small 
commercial aircraft, On weekends from April 
to December we may have as many as 75 
tircraft fy in on one day. With the scores of 
people broweht in by ferry from Crisfheld 
and Virginia's western shore, Mrs. Crockett 
serves her classic dinner to several hundred 
people on the weekend. 

For some time Tangier was medically iso- 
lated, too. From the 1890's to 1956 we had 
always had a resident physician. When. Dr. 
Charles Gladstone retired and moved away, 
cur plight drew worldwide attention. From 
Japan Dr. Mikio Kato came to us, with the 
understanding that he would remain one 
year, He staved 21 months, married his local 


assistant, and moved to the mainland. 

Since 1969 we have had the highly com- 
petent services of Miss Helen Jane Landon, 
RN. Miss Landon, holder of two master’s 
degrees, can do most things our people need, 
including “borning babies.” When she ding- 
noses something serious, a telephone call 
can alert an airplane, helicopter, or fast beat, 
and within the hour the patient is in a main- 
land hospital 

Yes, what some call progress has come to 
my island. White picket fences give way to 
chain link, television antennas poke sky- 
ward, and asbestos or aluminum -sicding has 
replaced clapboards on some houses. 

Progress, however one defines it, cannot 
be held back. Vet its impact on my island is 
sottened by the strength of the past. We have, 
I think, the best of both worlds. 

People on my island manifest their deep 
religious conviction by love and concern for 
one another. Here everything is weighed in 
the light of eternity. God is not always center 
stage, but He is always in the wings: 


Tranquil Charm Lives On 


There is change on Tangier, but one ele- 
ment of our life never changes. The sea is our 
lite, our highway, our farm, our prison. The 
muskrats still forge intricate runs through the 
salt marshes: Virginia rails: herons, and white 
egrets atalk the shallows. And in the autumn 
the whistle of wings sounds in the vellow 
morning sky as wild ducks and geese flock 
down from the north. 

When |] walk round my island, I feel its 
peace all around me. At dusk fireflies make 
patterns of dancing lights against the gray- 
ing sea As T near the hoistin’ bridge, the 
igdand trysting place, I see two figures sil- 
houetted against the sky. In the distance I 
hear boys and girls hymning “I come to the 
garden alone..." 

Bevond the bridge a group of children walk 
hare in band. The littl ones are licking }ol- 
ipops, and their older brothers and sisters 
have ice-cream cones: They are trading licks. 
The smallest girl holds out ber lollipop. 

“Want a lick, Mr, Wheatley?” 

How I love this island! O 


Atone with the sea, a gull, and himself, Tangier waterman “Sonny” Parks pursues a life- 
style that is his by personal choice. “I worked awhile in New York and some other places 
where people hardly knew one another—and didn't much care. Here on the island, now, we 
all know each other—and we all care. Guess that's why I decided to stay a Tangierman.” 


This fs Mv island, Tangier 
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Ford LID Country Squire tor ’74. When you buy 
your wagon, make sure you can buy these features. 
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There are no monsters toa 
3-year-old (when Dad's 
around). There are just new 
wonders to take in. 

And you can make 
moments like this last a little 
longer with 60-second pictures 
from our Square Shooter 2. 

This Polaroid Land camera 
is only $24.95* and it is 
equipped like cameras costing 
$20 more. 

An electric eve and 
electronic shutter set your 
exposures automatically, even 
for flash. 

The built-in flash takes 
inexpensive flashcubes, and 
even tells you when all 4 flashes 
are used. 

You use Polaroid’ face-in- 
the-square viewtinder. Just fit 
the little square to the subject’s 
face. It gives you the best 
distance for most shots, the 
best distance for flash. 

You also get Polaroid’s 
sharp 3-element lens that 
focuses from 3% feet to infinity. 

And Polaroid’s easy loading 
film packs. This is our square 
film. Strictly color—and tt 
gives you the least expensive 
one-minute color pictures you 
can take. 

60 seconds. 324.95. 

The best minute of the day. 
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The Polaroid minute. 
24.95 
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Before the wind tisas or the lide changes of somebody throws a rock into your mo- 
meant, use a Minolta SR-T camera to make it part of you. 
. -From ihe moment you pick it up, you're comfortabie with a Minolta SH-T. This is 
ihe 25mm refiex camera that lets you concentrate on mood and insight. The view- 
finder gives. you all the information you need for correct foousing and exposure. Se- 
cause you never have to look away from the linder to adjust a Minolta 88-7, you're 
ready to catch the one picture that could never be taken again, 

And when subjects call for a different perspective. Minolta SA-T cameras accept 
a compleie system of interchangeable lenses, from “fisheyer wide angle to super-. 
talephoto. | 

Try a Minolta SA-T. You've kept your ideas to 
yoursell long enough. For more information, see 
your photo dealer or write Minolta Corporation, |) 
200 Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y, 10003. In 
Canada: Angiophoto Lid., P.O. 

















She Bicentennial Council 

of the Shirteen Original States 
announces its official series 

of solid sterling silver ingots 

to commemorate 

the 200th Anniversary 

of the American Revolution 





in specially-postmarked commemorative cachets 


# Seventy solid sterling silver ingots depicting the most significant events 

of the American Revolution. © Each ingot encased in an individual cachet, 
personalized with the name and address of the subseriber. “ Each cachet 
postmarked on the 200th anniversary of the event, at the post office 

serving the site of that event. [1 Issued in a strictly limited edition, 


Limit: One Proof Set per Subscriber 
Subseription Rolls Clase: November 40, 1973 


On December 16, 1775, a smull band af 
American colonists—ungered by an unjust Betish 
tax on tea—discuised themselves as Mohawk 
Indiany and turned the tide of history. “The 
Boston Tea Party” fired the flames of freedom 
and ignited the struggle that was to win us cur 
independence 

On December 16, 1973—200 years later to the 
day—a solid sterling silver ingot will be issued 
fo cammemorate that event: the first Official 
Ingot of the Migenternnial Council of the Thirteen 
Original States, the authoritative congress of 
delegates representing the Bicentennial Com- 
missions of each of the thirteen original states. 

This will be the beginning of « series of ster- 
ling silver ingots of exceptional importance— 
afficially commemorating the Bicentennial af 
each of the most significant events of the Ameri- 
cun Revolution. 

Each ingot will be issued precisely on the 
200th anniversary of the event it commemorates, 
Each will be of Proof-quality and hallmarked. 
Moreover, each ingot will be enclosed in a spe- 


cial envelope-cachet personalized with the name 
wd oddress of the subseriber, The cachet will be 
postmarked of the post office serving the site of 
the event conmmenorited, on the 200th anniver- 
sary Of theevent—to the very day. 


70 Creat Historic Events 

The first ingot, commemorating the Boston 
Tea Party, will be issued in December 1975. 
Subsequent ingots will follow, one at a time, 
throughout the Bicentennial era, The final ingot, 
portraying the British surrender at Yorktown, 
will be issued on October 19, 1951—the 200th 
anniversary Of that histone event. 

The entire series of seventy Official Bicenten- 
nial Ingots will thus recreate the whole dramatic 
history of the American Revolution and appro- 
prately commemorate this great era. 


Each Ineot a Work of Art 

Each ingot will depict @ historieally-anthen- 
tic scene in finely-detailed bas relief, vividly eap- 
turing the drama of the event commemorated. 
Each ingot will be a troe work of art designed 
tind deulpted by a skilled American artist. The 
ingots will be individually strack by The Franklin 
Mint, the world’s foremost private mint, and 
the total eallection will contain over 60,000 
grains of solid sterling silver. 


Ye OPiecvtevmial Council 
th ee Whitey Suginal Pile 
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Shiwn actual sine are four of the eeventy Official 
Hicentennial Inyvets—The Bostoy Tea Party (top), 
the Signing of the Declaration af Independence, the 
Batth: of Saratogy and the British Surrender at 
Yorktown. Each sterling silver Proof inget will be 
kened ina percnalized colet, postmarked en the 
20Kh anniversary of the historic event depicted, at 
the post offles serving the site of the event. 








THE BICENTENNIAL COUNCIL OF THE THIRTEEN ORIGINAL 


STATES, established by the delegates of the Bicentennial Commissions of the 


thirteen original states, is dedicated to making the nation’s forthooming BHicen- 
tennial a time for revitalizing our appreciation of the history of the American 
Revolution 


The seventy most sienificant events of the Revolutionary Period—from The 
Boston Tea Party ta The British Surrender at Yorktouwn—will be commemo- 


rated by The Official Bicentennial Ingots. Specific events will include: 


The majer battles of the Aevolution. Lexington. Concord. Bunker Hill. 


Princeton, Bennington, Monmouth. Savannah, Charleston. Yorktown. 


The great political events, Patrick Heory delivering his “Liberty or Death” 
speech, The meeting of the First Continental Congress. The signing of the 
Declaration of Independence, Congress adopting the Articles of Confederation, 


Moments of triumph and courage. The midnight ride of Pan! Revere. 
Ethan Allen's “Green Mountain Boys" taking Fort Ticonderoga. Thomas Paine 
publishing his “Common Sense ” The sacrifice of Nathan Hale. The long winter 


at Valley Forse 


The great events of the Revolution sweep across seven vears of history anal 
through mary cities in America and Europe. Philadelphia, where independence 
was born. Boyton, where the secret Committee of Correspondence was formed. 
London, where the colonists’ representative was rebuffed by the King of 
England, Seratege, » British defeat that was o turning point in the war. Paris, 
where Benjamin Franklin obtained an important alliance with the French. 


Yorktown, where the last major action of the war took place 
The «ite of each event, as well as the event itself, will be commemorated, 


Proofs of each inget will be accompanied by personalized cachety individu- 
ally postmarked at the post office serving the site where the ewent occurred 
—on the 200th anniversary of that event. Thus, sebsenbers will build a com 
plete collection of The Official Bicentennial Ingots in their original com- 
memorative cachets—postmarked on the anniversary dates and at the places 


where the Revolution took place 


The Bircentennial Couneil of the Thirteen Original States hus appointed The 
Franklin Mint, the world’s foremost private mint, as the official minter for the 
series. Subscriptions for Proof Sets—the only sets that will ever be issued— 
should be sent directly to The Franklin Mint, Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 
19063 and must be postmarked by November 30, 1973. 





On March 9.1974, one ofthe Sumusual Peruvian hoted in the heart 

Santee ecwumene toca kame Asti 28 dapesue benne Sd 
ni on a 23-day hur 

cruise of unparalleled adventure. ante T.5.5. Fairsea, sana ae 

i caeaichige tab eine eg the accommodations, activities and 
oof Acapulco and Puerto entertainment are first class The 

faliarta to the Galapagos islands and Fairsea is just the right size for such 

the Panama Canal. With a train a cruise, with spacious rooms, private 
excursion to Machu Picchu, lost city.. facilities, and a charming Italian 

of the Incas; or a side trip to an crew trained in the Continental 








The TS.S. Fairsea is of Liberian registry 
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diesel engines have been and 
con continue helpnz us solve 
both problenis 
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For one thing, diesel engines 
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Yes, diesel engines cost a little 
Hwire to make, When 
Improperly maintained thes 
smoke under loacdk Amd some 
people complain of odor and 
noe. But those objections 
are being overcome. The 
environmental berefits chesels 
ifer are too impertant 

fo pass wp 

Lessel eniines Ore Mol ii 
cure-all for the fuel shortage 
aml cirty air, But it's eood bo 
know that where Wwserul Work 
ms needed they do it well and 
with minimum harmful 


Say hi ea 0 les oe 


fm Sh fos Ee Pie 


Por more information write: 
Diesel, Dept. SUS 
Caterpillar Tractor Co., 
Peona., Uline 61602, 


‘There are no 
simple solutions. 
Only 
intelligent 
choices. 


CATERPILLAR 


ewe Le ae pee Tiger) at es pee ute [a 


“Ifyou | 
knew more 
about diesels, 
you might 
think 
different.” 
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IMAGINATIVE DESIGN AND SUPERB CRAFTSMANSHIP together create the classic beauty of fine 
Krements Jewelry, A heavy OVERLAY OF 14KT. GOLD tives these pieces much of the WEATING quatity 
and all of the rich beauty of solid Karat eral. You wll always take Srncia| pride in ving this Timer 
jewelry — at Christmas... for birthdays... anniversaries... weddings. .. ar to- yourself, 

leeples Ubipitaded ot the lel, rending dw, 

fornings §15", STH 40", £20" ond $35" bode Meckiace $O7_80 Kositehnw Cerdinn! Meckloce $46 foneu ese’ 20 Ferringt EXT_65 
AP Pee caght) Pied Wore Beech 4377.50 Locket $34 Faringy 7.0 Lio, Gold King $39 Ctl Farting: $F Deck £45 

Fergel-ne cat Medibeee $17.50 Foringa $74 beset $25 Fer frecch £5 
"hE Grit ior poeroed eon In fem leeteratthe gilt cto Wheeeeg? fing jewelry in wold 
Write for feee (luster booklet to Crementy & Ce 


#7? Cheatru!l Sees! Meek, Stee Jetees BTID! 


SINCE 16866 * MORE THAN A CENTURY OF FINE JEWELRY 





We get people talking. 


To 23,000,000 people were the telephone company) 





We brighten their lives a bit. 


Sylvania lignhna for home, industry and photegraphy’) 
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We entertain fem. / 
LSylvarna color Vand sh bes | q 





We're GTE... 


| Growing Concern for your arowing needs) 
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Genera! Telephone & Electronics, One Stamford Forum, Stannfeieet (oan 








The people in these crashes were 
in cara equipped with an air bag 
passive restraint system. 
Infiatable bags that automatically 
cushion driver and passenger ina 
frontal-type collision. Inflating, 
protecting, deflating in less than 
one-half second. 

But the people in these crashes 
were lucky. Extraordinarily lucky. 
Because there are only 1,800 

alr bag equipped cars on the 
roud today, Used—in a program 
of on-road testing of air bag 
reliability—by the U.S. 
Government, Allstate and several 
other major companies. 

The air bag’s record in this 

Yropram has been most 
impressive. It has never failed, 
in a real-life crash, to work to 
protect the occupants as it was 
designed to do, 

In over 35 million miles of 
on-road testing has the air bag 
system ever inadvertently 
deployed? Yes. Once. 

QOnee, in over 45 million miles of 
driunag, one inadvertent 
inflation of the air bag has 
occurred. (The result? A minor 
hand injury to the right front 
passenger. However, the driver 
was completely unaffected and 
stopped the car without incident, | 

But despite its impressive 
record of performance— 
including a mounting number of 
air bag successes like the ones 
shown here—the protection of 
air bags is still not available to 
the public. :.. 

We hope this situation is 
about to change. 

Several years ago a Federal 
regulation was adopted that . 
would have required some kind of 
passive restraint system in all 
1974 model cars. But that 


_ be j = ~ 


65 mph itite fw 
parked car. Injury: 
broken wrist end 

Li reine comgh 

Lap belt: ned in uae 








Trias . St. Loum Peet-Lhiepeich, Plt by Aud Dian. 
35 moh inie whility proiie [njury bo 

driver: slight nose fracture. [niry to 

moe nycer: mre sherulebir 

an edd ind pre til 








“7 moh head-on cullisieti lnjury: 


Lap kilt 





1 hale? 





ll your 


deadline was called off. 

Now 1976 is the target year. 

50 the debate continues over 
what kind of passive restraint 
system should be used in cars 
sold to the public. (A debate 
that's failed to produce any 
system as effective as air bags.) 
We Deleve after years of air 
bag lnboratory tests and over 
35 million miles of successful 
on-road testing, the time for 
debate is over, 

Today air bags are 
technologically ready to be 
installed in production-line cars. 
One car manufacturer, Ceneral 
Motors, has announced plans 

to offer air bags as an option 
on-some 50,000 1974 cars— 
Cadillacs, Buicks and 
Oldsmobiles. We hope other 
companies will follow their 
example, 

There's little doubt that some 
of the people in the crashes 
shown here would have been 
badly injured or killed if they'd 
been driving cars without air 
bags. A look at these photo- 
praphs makes that clear. 

Each year thousands of people 
are killed in automobiles. Well 
over a million more are 
seriously injured, many maimed 
for life. How many lives might 
be saved, how many injuries 
prevented, if air bags were 
available to every new car 
buyer? 

The air bag is ready for America 
| now. And America, Allstate 
believes, is ready for the air bag. 
For details on the air bag ard. pie 
record of performance, write to 
Director of Automotive Engineering, 


Allstate Insurance Company, 
Northbrook, [lhmoia 60067, 


Allstate 
? 








™) Look at both sides of this Kodak Carousel custom H projector. On the 
outside, it's as handsome asa costly stereo. So you don't have to hide 
it somewhere between shows. (Note the smoke-tinted dustcover that 
on in Shee mi of the 140-slice tray.) 
| “ibe i e story is = dependability. Like all Kodak Carousel 
| the custom H is as dependable as gravity. Because it's 
iis that gently lowers each shde mto place. Theres no pushing 
or palling. Jus . Just one brilliant shde after another. 
from three Carousel custom projectors, all quiet as a whisper. 
You have a choice of automatic features: Automatic focus, automatic 
ath | timing, remote control, and more. 
alo |i os Prices start at less than $180, Other Kodak Carousel projectors from 


less than HS. Prices subject to change without notice 
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lake a history course 
through Georgia. 

We've been waiting 
400 years for you. 
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Georgia 


FOR AC TIME Of A LIFETIME. 


How to 
tell her 
you love her. 
Everyday. 


An enduring reminder. 
Lady Shealter; 
as precious acitis practical, 
Phe “Lady Sheaffer’ collection 
of high fashion gifts. 
Give her.a keepsake 
From $5.00 to $15.00. 





SHEAFFER. 
the proud craftsmen 


a SHEAFFER. WELO. Wn. & textron CUP AMY 





The one-minute long distance 
rate. An inexpensive way 
to say you got home okay. 


When vou ve something short 

to say, like “Im home,” we've 

POL i Way lor VOU 0O Say It for Very 
little money, 


lt's our late-night and 





early-morning one-minute 
rate for lone distance calls 
vou dial direet without 
operator assistance. 

You can use it any time 
after 1] at meht all the 
way till S$ the next morning. 
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Any night of the week. 

And it won't cost very much, 
Even coast-to-coast. New York 
to Los Anveles, for instance, Is only 
oat, plus tax (additional minutes 
are 20¢ each)? 

Q)bviously, most of your ealls 
will take longer, so they'll cost 
more. But you'll still save money 
when vou dial direct. 

At AT&T and your local Bell 
Company, we want you to know all 

» the ways to use your phone 
so you can save money. That 
Includes using our late- 
night one-minute rate and 
(dialing all lone distance 
calls direct. 








We hear you. 








Dashing socked le sig app smooth, smooth writing 
iw Parker 74 Fig ici i ip peer) | nh COnlemporary bru vile i stamiess steel, $10. 
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The Parker 

if Ltr SOE Cig ery 
is sheathed in rich 
22% gold electroplate 
Monogrammed 

and itt boxed 

tree. 515, 


his precouws 

Parker 7S soft tin 

Pi Bee SA Poe 

In solid sterling silver 
Reclaceable refills 

ri Tour Oy 
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VYormeill, a princely metal, makes a royal Parker. The Parker 75 soft tip pen 
Ti eed ty fd electroniate on sterling silver, $45 





Oullandish. outrageous. outstanding! The big and begutilul Big Red aofe tip pen. $5 


PARKER 
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TO BUILD A BUSINESS 
INSURANCE PROGRAM, LOOK UP 





IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE. 


And your future starts looking up 48 soon r additional 


i cal | i= . rm = 
| | BoE ial | Se 
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as your USFGO agent structures. yo lans for businesses or individuals. oon 


protection program. Coverages ? Frowr n with canficeriti as you would 
affice buildine si and ractories to retasl ul Vo) octor of lawyer; Your 3 SFEG 
lets and warehouses. From casualty and agent is your man to. build with. He 
fire insurance to commercial multi-pert| isted in your Yellow Fages 
insurance. From business life and health 
plans to fidelity and surety bonding 
You iT USFEG ao ent is the insurance pre 
an inde spenk jJent businessman 


ca is who can cover them 
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" Difference’! Electronic et engine testing. 


We do more than is humanly possible 
to give you complaint-free engines. 
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Compare Chrysior Corporation's 


seed bi ey Elbe. aldietsl healicsiey' Phd oo Gah usu fee 7 rma) jor engineering differences. 
' , ee eS a Se al ' Uiftereca |: Elestrene Popa 1 aT ay UeSeresee «S Cierra |petonn 





Pvery onc of oor ence plant this country , | be eres =) [xtemroe Vee ef Electeamect  ececr ) Torcteie Soar 
Dernace «3 Zadered Mai at aca Dom | lieceere @i ecteaty Comstrornee 
er iita e4. lar ee (noi 
Rete clectronc tester cheek the engines for exhaust 5 ose Cine |r co. 
Tt : fe your Dooge of Chryser-Plymouth dealer 
PCRS Poe Wor fh Ot the heya bo a balore you choose pour next car, 





Sarl Til mee LTE Te il “4 r Cre re 
In addition, the Coinkcow and online aaien: 4 
EBC @reeiree Then) Prisdted and-momtorcd to assun 
There are na engine beaks 
ob I f & cd Un a Be. 3) ee yD | ' — : | | 
wa CHRYSLER 


Chrysler Corporation corm Dhscave the differences. of PEPER S| en l Ww CORPORATION 
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Food without salt can get pre 


loll But naw there's o way oul 
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That's why many Gaoctors 
eS CT nena it Available reqi Wor 


ar seosoned at your orocer 
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WMagoruurs ond mage slip bato Poe fare 
jome fire to become valuable ffbrary feta 
ance ¥oturnen. Lowk fike fine boche on Tha 
an i | nether like Bee Ped lremita eae Eh 
I, ri aeerereaer se La | gold eee fil holds & 
image (12 are ta Peevey) oF meng mage 
Gold tol tor micdmg cates incudard Macey 
beck Quaraniz#e. Send chock to 

THE HIGHSMITH CO 

] Fort Athingon Win, 5253 
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nF & National Geographic Files aloe, IEA. at rant Lay! i en 
Ti} ar 5 marine fites and oft eat = FE Fs 
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Caialog of files tor 1o0 ian 6 , STH 


ther AERA EL OF Pees 


Skilled... unskilled? College graduate... high school? Full-time. 
fil r Fe i, Brive | you On-ine-jO0 B2Oerence, 
provide educational gales ies, 30-day paid vacations each year 


part-time? The Air Force will 


anda heck af; a pood life 


Send mae more infor mation, | understand there ts (QuGnimigs tien. 
serially interestedin 0 yi Force Training OF Ng t/ Naviga 
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| ¢c¢omitort and jade 
pendence for propa 
afflicted with Ar- 
thritia, RAheurmatism, 
Siroke of Parkinsen- 


Waukesha, Wis, 53188 « Phone (414) 542-8841) 


—— | 


PURE SILVER 
PROOF FINISH 






. Give your ears a vacation, 
with the radio that’s powered to 
tune in the world. Eleven-band 
reception, including FM, AM, 
long and short wave, marine, 
and weather bands. Runs on 9 
“T-cell fashiight batteries or 
pluas info any 115- or 230-volt 


AC outlet. Includes built-in 
antennas, earphone and jack, 


flip-up time-zone map, and log These Republic of Harti limited-issue .999- 


FLORIDA INDIANS 
| ON LEGAL-TENDER COINS 
chart listing world station i | : 
or Se oes pure silver 10-gourde coins honor two great 
rat Pe eee a Seminoles. Shown actual size, |mchedes pad- 
Trans-Oveanic portable, ed cases, authenticity document, _____ 
model D7000Y, at your Passa eit D2. se: tnt ot Hae Seria 
Zenith dealer's. Er imagen ig check OF charge to my credit card ? 
#§299 95 Mfr's suggested retail price | ms ———=— __ Ex oe 
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This frail doll 
whispers of Peru’s 


lost civilizations 





















Raugeedy Andy of 4 forgotten 
lime. he wears homespun cape 
and cap, with coarse wrappings 
for arms and bees. His rouge 
ms face is fashioned of wood, the 
eee hour of fiber: 
- Raeeite eee Carved and clothed by « 
eae Peruvian craftsman. probably 
tks ea ge Sto ag hes about 800 years ago, the 23-inch 


hes companion survived the vears 
tas ina bone-dry grave. Now he is 


, Sar efully preserved in the Smith- 
Sonian Lrasiitition. Nea mere 
cure of some ancient toyland, 
he probably served as an 
offenng to the dead. The 
fiir Were unearthed in 
Peru's desert, « virtually 
ramless mbbon of land wong 
Saree the coast, Here cotorful textiles 
SS An ie aN 4) oe “atte Lh ay entombed Tent thousands of vears 
ah gal uN | i ih Preserve their brilliance: objects 
eee naan haute ti? Of aegis a% delicate as feathers weather 
, Z the centuries imtact Time has 
not dulled the dolls black hair 
or frayed his garments. Even 
the red paint on his face has nim 
paled. In such frail images Peru 
whispers of ancient civilizations, 
Inland. Peru showts of past 
glones. High in the Andes, 
on ad mountain saddle above the 
twisting Urubamba River, 
suin-worshiping Incas byilt the 
temple city of Machu Picchu. 
Hand-hewn granite blocks of 
the citadel! lav hidden under 
dense jungle growth until 191 |, 
When Yale professor Hiram 
Bingham “rounded a knoll and 
suddenly faced ther upon tier 
of Inca terraces rising like 
giant stairs. Supported by the 
National Geographic Society 
Hingham explored and cleared 
the site. In the GEOGRAPHIC 
for February 1915, he reported 
his discoveries in detail 
Renders have simce retumed 
many times to Peru, Lured by 
tiny doll or mammoth niin, thes 
Hind lost civilizations vividly 
unveiled in the pages of 
SATION AL GhOGRAFHIE 
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Someday, youre going to need a Nikon 





According to photodrnher Morton Beebe, het and & woler compemiown were the Tired two 
ren aor te Walk on beth ends of the Earth. And they did it within the sare wear! Beebe 
boone tt a ril a a vhs wath 11LES Pathkocer COT To [hae (TiveRte d ful Hie tT a aH Sri) We 

Lend near the North Pole. The 
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First consicderstin: 


Sie. 


Ponidluctor 





Like tn Undherstcercr 
OPCHUESCRR, & Loo-Samal) 
orzun could lek the 
right combination of 
Aer. Pane. are cir 
to sutiety your musical 
ap petila, 

Since modern or 
ritns lust for dectitles, 
underhuying 14 am en 
during mistake. 

Lf vou do need o 
mall ieirunmnernt, 
sure it meorporates the 
nivantages of bi in- 
etrument technology. 

Yarnuha mukes o 
full range of orrars, sor! 
even the small models 
have considerable vari- 
ety In power 

Conchictors ras] i 
lane rune of sound to 
work With, and sa 
ofrinists. 

The smal 
vou should consichey 
shoe! have gente lysiien 
af three divisions worth 
ol mame for versatility: 
two keyboards and a 
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CHOOSE AN ORGAN 
LIKE YOU'D CHOOSE AN ORCHESTRA. 


thee “Younha FOR, have 


1 aon of the same extended hey tae for 


wine tonal rarer. 

Une organ, the 
Yumaha DRAG, his five 
divisiins of saund in- 
stead of just three. 
Chose an organ 
With o selection of tone 


onors from eceh fwasir 


Lm of Lhe anchesin: 
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missing. Easen the small 
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colors from the three 
lwiict fomilies, ant] meet 
tle haves fourth family, 
Pear LESS on. 

omaha Auta 
Rhythms borrow the 
riivthm section af the 
orchestra Gectronieally. 

They adutemat| 
cally play a variety of 
from row Lil 
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Hanjo, accordion, 
Prine, haapaie ered, 


ehinmes. Hieron oruiter, 


and vibraphone ore 
men tlie Ete 





So fre Wah Wah 
(VOW Orleans jazz, 


Depart (mandolin styhel, 
Click itarish), 


ane! Touch Vibrato t “ery 


| 4 | bob ‘|-try 


ing’ strings}, 

There are other ex: 
tras, ond T's helpful to 
try them all. 

Like mo fine cre hers- 
tra, a fine organ can be 
eollsd upeteny tev chee aalrrenst 
anything in the world! qa! 
Pri Lisde*. 

fits 
milena to its job, 


ap Prope ahely 


For more infornma- 
Lion on onan buying, 
aee-your Yomahe dele, 
Hell make you feel 
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Oif we go, 





Marlin tournament, mountain hunt or up 
the lazy jungle ver. lf wild country 
acventure is your thing, why not have it all? 
_Ishind-hopping of mountam-topping. 
ver jungle, desert or timeless tundra, you 


Beechcraft Haron takes vou above wild 
country to more wild country, Takes you in 





comfort and safety. Twin engme, buit- 


better-than-it-has-to-he sufety that's 
chalked up millions of pleasant, relaxing 
fheht miles during the list decode, 

Men who like rugged adventure like 
their equipment the same way. Rugged. 
(Want to dive for sunken treasure im 
“bargain” scuba gear?) That's why Beech- 
crall Barons have been on so many rough 
Mountain strips, jungle cleannes and salt 
fats. That Beechcraft reputation for true- 
bluc. stramhi-arrow dependability is never 
scared off by the call of the wild. 

But what if you're nota pilot? The biggest 
ddventure of vour lite is vet to come. To- 
day's programmed flight training procedures 
can make a proficient pilot oul of you ina 
lot less time than you think. And you'll 
eniov every fun-filled hour of it, 

Weal time you find your chin propped 
up on your hand and your mind a thousand 


into the wilds you ponder. 


miles out yonder, jump right up and sturt 
aut on the biggest adventure of your life. 
First stop—your Beechcraft Dealer. Just 
tell him vou want to go where the wold 
roase goes. He'll understand. He'll put 
you on to acouple of throttles that can open 
upunew way oblife. Anew kind of freedom. 
The wilds you ponder will suddenly loom 
mte sight. A thousand miles will become a 
mere four-wnd-a-half- 
hour junket, Dreams 
turn info plans and 
become unforgettable 
adventures, You have 
all, The wild coun- 
(ry is your petawiiy 
place whenever you 
break away from the 
cunyvons of commerce. 





lf you can't get 
iw your Beechcraft 
Dealer right now, 


You can al least take 
ii first step by sending 
for the free Beech. 
craft Adventure Kit 
we have for you. Just 
use the un-coupon 
below 


: THIS IS NOT A COUPON! | 


ts sot at an ah-taupon, If it tant @ crima to 
cut up & page in National Geographic, tought to be! 

However, we fave a dandy gilt for you, and we'd 
[ite you to send for it. Now! 


SEND FOR YOUR FREE ADVENTURE KIT 
get one of the most fascinating maps of the USA 
yOU ve (ver S0en. Anywhere. Really a fun and 
adventure chart te set you free fron the dull row: 
hiie.-A-soorral calculator in the kit shows you how 
close each adventure is in oleasant hours of Beech- 
cramt tight tverthing you want fo know fans) 
about {lying \s answered in this interesting: gift kil 


vei | 
u'll 
| 

| 

| 

fot readers of National Geographic. WRITE ON YOUR : 
| 

| 

| 

, 

| 


LETTERHEAD TO: Beech Aircratt Corporation, Oepart: 
mant A, Wichita, Kansas 67701. Ask forthe Beech. 
Chall Adventure Kil 
iS YOU Mare. 
address, occupalnon, 
Pibot? Aarons 
owner? Thank you! 
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